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PREFACE. 



It having been represented to the au- 
thor that the publication of short sermons 
which would not occupy more than ten 
minutes or a quarter of an hour in the 
reading, was much desired for the use of 
families, he was induced to prepare the 
present little volume for such a purpose. 
He makes no pretensions to originality or 
depth, but it has been his aim to explain 
the doctrines and precepts of our holy re- 
ligion with as much clearness and simpli- 
city as possible. He will be happy if 
he shall be found in some measure to 
have attained this object ; and prays that 
the Holy Spirit may vouchsafe to bless 
his humble efforts. 
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SERMON I. 

Rom. viii. 9. 

** Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 

he is none of his." 

Who that looks upon the work of re- 
demption, does not regard it with admir- 
ing wonder! Christ has delivered men 
from the wrath of God, and secured for 
them eternal life. But to be so happy as 
to have an interest in Christ, we must be 
his disciples. Are we then his disciples ? 
Do we belong to the Lord Jesus ; are we 
members of his kingdom? This is the 
great question for eternity, which we must 
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all answer; and would to God that we 
might all do so with hope and joy. The 
text gives the decisive mark upon which 
our judgment must be founded, and I 
pray that the divine blessing may be 
vouchsafed to our present endeavour to 
consider it, and enable us to perceive whe- 
ther we have just reason to believe that 
we have the Spirit of Christ. 

We may begin by remarking that in 
the words before us nothing is said of out- 
ward circumstances or privileges. There 
is no inquiry as to whether we have been 
baptized or are the members of any visible 
church. However desirable or however 
obligatory these things may be, they are 
all merged in the one grand query, whe- 
ther we have the Spirit of Christ ; without 
this, all is unavailing ; but with it we are 
Christ's, and our salvation is secure. 

By the words " the Spirit of Christ," is 
meant the third person in the blessed Tri^ 
nity, who is also called the Spirit of God, 
and who proceeds from the Son no less 
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than from the Father, and whose Office is 
to sanctify the elect people of God. To 
" have " the Spirit signifies to be the sub- 
jects of his work of sanctification, so that 
the Spirit may dwell in us. A like ex- 
pression is frequently used in the scrip- 
tures. Thus, in the first Epistle to the 
Corinthians, chap. iii. ver. 16, we read, 
" Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
in you?" and in many other places. 

We are not to understand that the text 
speaks of what are distinguished as the 
gifts of the Spirit, miraculous or prophe- 
tical power, which are sometimes meant 
by the expression ** to have the Spirit," 
for these are not essential to salvation. 
Such gifts of the Spirit have sometimes 
been bestowed upon unholy characters; 
Balaam was enabled to prophesy and Judas 
to work miracles. The apostle Paul ex- 
pressly says that a man may possess them, 
and yet not be a Christian. In 1 Cor. 
xiii. he says, " Though I speak with the 

B 2 
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tongues of men and of angels, and have 
not charity, I am become as sounding 
brass or a tinkling cymbal ; and though I 
have the gift of prophecy and understand 
all mysteries, and all knowledge, and 
though I have all faith so that I could re- 
move mountains, and have not charity, I 
am nothing." 

Further, too, the text does not speak 
merely of what in scripture is sometimes 
called the strivings of the Spirit; occa- 
sional outward checks and admonitions, 
and convictions of conscience. The Spirit 
of God, it is said, strove with man in the 
days of Noah, but yet the old world was 
not turned from it« wickedness, and pe- 
rished in the flood. A man may feel and 
suffer much from inward convictions, and, 
even for a season appear to be reformed, 
yet after a while, he will return to his for- 
mer follies and ungodly course, and at last 
die in his sins. Cannot some among us 
bear but too certain a testimony to the 
truth of what I am now asserting ? Has 
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not sometimes an affliction, an expostu- 
lation, a book, a sermon touched your 
heart; have you not trembled at the 
terrors of an awful eternity; have you 
not cried to Heaven for mercy ; have you 
not seen the evil of sin ; possibly 
the remembrance of sin may have caused 
you many tears; but yet are you not 
the same irreligious persons you were, not 
one step nearer to heaven, but alas ! many, 
many steps nearer to a dreadful eternity? 

To " have the Spirit" is, therefore, more 
than this. The Spirit must enter into our 
hearts and abide in us, and effect that 
change in us which conforms us to 
the image of Christ, and prepares us for 
glory* We may not always, perhaps, be 
able to know when this blessed work of 
sanctification began, its operations may 
proceed so gently and so silently ; never- 
theless its existence is certain, and it is 
perceptible. We may know it by the 
<)hange in the desires and affections, and 
by the graces with which it endues those 
who are its happy subjects. We may know 
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it by the resistance which is made to sin. 
In a country which is for the first time 
brought into cultivation, there are trees 
which have long possessed the soil, to be 
rooted out; there are weeds and useless 
plants to be plucked away, and the ground 
must be ploughed up. So in the heart of 
man, when the Divine Spirit enters, it 
displaces the evil habits which it finds, evil 
habits which years have strengthened ; and 
it makes war upon sinful thoughts and 
affections. The flesh lusteth against the 
spirit, and the spirit against the flesh. 
Thus do the thorns and the briars no lon- 
ger grow unchecked, and by degrees they 
begin to disappear. Then also in the 
ground which has been prepared for cul- 
ture seed is sown ; and so in the heart of 
a Christian is sown the spiritual seed. 
The ground now brings forth fruit instead 
of noxious weeds, and from the spiritual 
seed, spring the fruits of the. spirit. The 
holy fruits are seen by all who contem- 
plate the Christian. Among the first of 
them is humility. The proud sinner is 
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become lowly, willing to take the lowest 
place. Another is love, love to God, and 
love to man. In a word, he who hjus the 
Spirit of Christ will be growing like 
Christ; daily more and more resembling 
him, in his mind, in his words, and in his 
actions. He will find his thoughts and 
affections increasingly ascending to God, 
and fixing themselves upon whatever has 
any relation to the heavenly kingdom, its 
members, its employments ; and propor- 
tionately will he less regard earthly ob- 
jects. His religious profession will be 
steady and consistent; and though there 
may be seasons of darkness, nay, and even, 
as in David's case, there may be back- 
sliding, yet he that has the Spirit will 
deeply lament his faults, and will learn 
from them to be the more wary and cau- 
tious. Like a sheep that has wandered 
from the fold, he will find no rest till he 
has rejoined it. He will hate sin, and this 
not only for its consequences, because the 
wages of sin is death, but for its own sake. 
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And he will love holiness, not only be- 
cause it is attended with happiness, but 
for itp own intrinsic excellence. 

But if this be to have the Spirit of 
Christ, examine, I beseech you, whether 
it is so with you. Let the young exa- 
mine themselves. You are not too young 
for self-examination; you are not too 
young to die and to give an account to 
God for all the deeds done in the body. 
The thoughtlessness and lightness with 
which many young people treat holy 
things, does not make such conduct the 
less sinful; and every young person who 
dies destitute of the Spirit of Christ, dies 
condemned by the righteous sentence of 
the great God. Let me address also 
those who are farther advanced in life. 
Have you, brethren, any reason to believe 
that you have the Spirit of Christ ? You 
know from the scriptures and from the 
doctrines of the church, that it is abso- 
lutely necessary to have the Spirit. You 
have lived some years. • judge your* 
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selves, I pray you, that ye be not judged 
of the Lord. Are you bringing forth the 
fruits of the Spirit, or has the world, under 
some form or other, the sway over you ? 
Let not any more years pass over your 
heads, no, nor months nor days, before you 
know and are assured that you belong to 
Christ. And may I not say to the aged 
among us, to whom the autumn is come, 
and the winter is fast approaching, have 
you the spirit of Christ? Look back upon 
your life; see whether you have been mind- 
ing the things of the Spirit or the things of 
the flesh. Can you say, like holy Simeon, 
** Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart 
in peace ?" Are you waiting for your Lord ? 
Have you turned to spiritual things be- 
cause you love them, or only because you 
find that earthly things are fast forsaking 
you ? The sun has not yet set ; but it is 
the eleventh hour. If, peradventure, the 
work is not yet begun, how short is the 
time in which it must be completed. 

B 5 
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Search and know, and have no rest till of 
a truth you have the Spirit of Christ. 

May none of us cease to remember how 
miserable is the state of every one who 
has not the Spirit of the Lord. Such per- 
sons are none of his. And if we are none 
of his, what will all other things profit us? 
What will titles ? We must drop them 
with death. What honours? We must 
leave them with life. What pleasures ? 
There are none in the grave. What bu- 
siness ? It ends with time. Being none 
of Christ's, we have no part in his king- 
dom, no part in his redemption ; and con- 
sequently, not being found in him, we must 
have our portion with his enemies. If we 
have gained the whole world, it will not 
profit us, for we have lost our own souL 
It would, indeed, be well for us, if we 
were always alive to the importance of 
such truths as these, and if we would but 
make it our first business, as it ought to 
be, to be found in Christ. No gain can be 
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80 great, either for time or for eternity, as 
to have him for your Saviour, your advo- 
cate, your friend. Whatever your station, 
high or low, rich or poor, nay, whatever 
your difficulties or your troubles, if you 
are owned by Christ, you are happy. If 
then you have any hope of possessing, in 
however limited a degree, his Holy Spirit, 
be careful that you do not grieve him, but 
cherish his gracious influences, and watch 
over the thoughts of your heart, that you 
may be worthy of being accounted a tem- 
ple in which he may dwell. Show your 
gratitude by constant watchfulness to pre- 
serve a holy life ; and the more you ho- 
nour him by your pure, consistent, humble 
walk, and by your trust in him, the more 
will he enlighten your mind with heavenly 
peace, divine light, and holy love. Our 
Lord has said, " If ye love me, keep my 
commandments ;" and, — ^that is, if ye love 
me, — I will pray the Father, and he will 
give you another Comforter that he may 
abide with you for ever. And this is that 
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Holy Spirit whom we must hare, a Com- 
forter as well as a Sanctifier. It was by 
the internal supports and overflowing con- 
solations of this Holy Spirit that the 
apostles could rejoice that they were 
counted worthy to suffer for Christ's sake; 
that they could be happy, when, with the 
exception of a few persons, the whole 
world derided them, frowned upon them, 
and persecuted them. By the same Spirit^ 
the army of martyrs feared not death. 
And I pray and trust, that God may so 
endue us with this Spirit, that being found 
in Christ, we may not be overcome by 
temptation, and be supported through 
affliction. May we have the Spirit of 
Christ in this world, and by him be owned 
and blessed both in this world and in that 
which is to come ! 
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Let your light so shine before men that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven." 



There are passages in the sacred Scrip- 
tures which seem at first sight to oppose 
each other. Such, for example, as our 
text, and some of our Saviour's precepts 
concerning prayer and almsgiving : " When 
thou doest thine alms, let not thy left 
hand know what thy right hand doeth." 
" When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, 
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to 
thy Father which is in secret :" or again, 
" Thou, when thou fastest, anoint thy 
head and wash thy face, that thou appear 
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not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father 
which is in secret." There is, however, no 
real opposition : we are but presented with 
diflferent views of the same object; all 
equally tend to the same point, — to that 
point which is the aim of every christian 
doctrine and precept. They tend to destroy 
selfishness, the vice of corrapt human na- 
ture, and to substitute for it the principle of 
the Gospel, love to God and love to man. 
The word here used to • express this great 
truth is of peculiar beauty and propriety, 
and is connected with that immediately 
preceding : " Ye are the salt of the earth : 
but if the salt have lost its savour, where- 
with shall it be salted ? It is, thenceforth, 
good for nothing, but to be cast out and 
trodden under foot of men," Then fol- 
lows, " Ye are the light of the world. A 
city that is set on ^ hill cannot be hid. 
Neither do men light a candle and put it 
under a bushel, but on a candlestick, and 
it giveth light unto all that are in the 
house. Let your light so shine be- 
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fore men that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven." 

The light here spoken of as an emhlem 
of Christians, and as existing in them, is 
light derived from Christ, wisdom and ho- 
liness, or, in other words, the graces of the 
gospel. It is light from heaven, bestowed 
for the benefit of mankind, and those to 
whom it is given must act accordingly. 
They must use their best endeavours to 
dispel that darkness which is both the sin 
and the misery of the world, and which 
obscures the glory of its Creator ; and they 
must not hide and seclude themselves. 
This was a mistake into which many fell 
in the early ages of the church, thinking 
it their duty to retire into solitary places 
under the impression that apart from the 
world they could serve God better. Hence 
originated monastic establishments, which 
have proved one of the greatest evils to 
society. 

Yet, though we must not hide our light, 
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it must not be unsuitably displayed ; we 
are not to place ourselves in prominent 
situations unnecessarily, nor remove from 
our respective spheres. 

God has been pleased to place us each in 
our own station ; and that is the post in 
which our light is to shine. This may, 
perhaps, be shown by the case of the de- 
moniac mentioned in the 8th chapter of 
of St. Luke's gospel. We read that out 
of him Christ had cast an unclean spirit. 
" There met him out of the city a certain 
man which had devils long time, and ware 
no clothes, neither abode in any house, 
but in the tombs." When this man was 
restored, he sat at the feet of Jesus in his 
right mind ; and so captivated was he by 
the divine excellence of his deliverer, that 
he requested permission to be his constant 
companion. He desired to be always in 
the presence of one whose actions were 
prompted by infinite love, and whose words 
were full of grace and truth. The society 
of his ungodly relatives and acquaintances 
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was not pleasant now that he had tasted 
the sweets of a heavenly friendship ; in 
fact, we may believe that his whole mind 
was absorbed in Christ. There could be 
nothing wrong in his wish ; nevertheless, 
our Lord did not comply with it. And 
why ? Our Lord gives his reason. " But 
Jesus sent him away, saying. Return to 
thine own house, and show how great 
things God hath done unto thee." He 
was to go and " let his light shine" 
before his house; his fiimily, his friends 
and cormexions, were to wLess in him 
what Christ had done, and thus ho- 
nour Christ. For the sake of the spi- 
ritual benefit of others, he was to deny 
himself the present comfort of religion ; 
and be a light set up that all around 
him might see and fear the Lord. 

Similar to this is the duty of every 
Christian. Private devotion, meditation, 
and prayer, are good in their due measure, 
nay, they are indispensable to preserving 
divine life in the soul. It is the privilege 
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of every iaithful servant of God to hold 
constant communion with his heavenly 
Master ; he has a right to drink deep of 
the wells of salvation, and oftea to draw 
near upon his knees before his God. But 
these are not the whole of his duties : 
other obligations press upon him. Men 
are to see his good works, according to the 
state of life in which it has pleased God to 
place him. Is he a christian king ? He 
must let his light shine before his subjects. 
Is he a christian statesman ? He moves 
in a large orbit^ and all who behold him 
must see his light. Is he a noble, is he a 
ruler, is he a minister of Jesus Christ ? To 
all over whom he is placed, must beam 
forth the rays of his religion. Whether a 
Christian be a husband or a wife, a parent 
or a child, a master or a servant^ the light 
of the graces of the gospel must be dis- 
played. The Christian must exercise pa- 
tience under suffering, joy in tribulation, 
forgiveness of injuries, meekness, tempe- 
rance, faith, hope, and, above all, charity. 
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He mast show that he can do what the 
mere man of the world can never do ; acts 
of love that nothing but religion and con- 
science can inspire, and that are frequent 
and habitual, continued without weariness 
of well doing ; and exercised even toward 
the unthankful and the evil. 

Let us observe, too, that the expression 
of our Lord is not merely, let your light be 
seen, but let your light shine. It is not 
enough that the light be feint and dim, 
and barely perceptible ; the twilight dawn 
of the morning will not suffice, there must 
be the splendour of the risen day. The 
christian character must not be so clouded 
by infirmities and inconsistencies that the 
world can scarcely perceive it, or may rea* 
sonably doubt whether it exists or not ; it 
must be so plain and evident, that unless 
men will shut their eyes, they must behold 
in it the glorious gospel of Christ. It is, 
indeed, impossible to be truly religious, 
and hide it from men, if we live among 
them. An invisible religion is no religion. 
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Religion is love, even that fervent love 
which many waters cannot quench, and 
which cannot but be discovered. The light, 
moreover, must shine, that it may not only 
be manifested, but that it may be useful ; 
that others may be illuminated, edified^ 
and comforted by the good works of a 
Christian. Those, who are as yet stran- 
gers to true religion, learn to appreciate 
it, when they see its excellency in the 
general demeanour of a consistent pro- 
fessor, when they see him calm in afflic- 
tion, wise in difficulties, meek and humble 
in prosperity. A dim uncertain light can- 
not serve as a guide, and it may even lead 
astray ; not so that which is bright and 
clear. And such a light is also a most 
beautiful object. AVho can look on the 
sun or on the stars of the firmament, 
without admiration ; who can contemplate 
the moral brightness of a christian de- 
portment, without yet more admiration ? 
In spite of the depravity of human nature, 
men can scarcely be insensible to the 
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beauty of a tender, kind, compassionate 
temper ; truth in all a Christian's words, 
honesty in all his dealings, constant readi- 
ness to bear another's burdens, to rejoice 
with them that do rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep, to return good for evil and 
blessing for cursing — all this impresses the 
beholders with a sense of heavenly beauty. 
And what is it that weakens such an 
impression ? What is it that alone pre- 
vents us from fuUy obeying the precept of 
our Lord ? If any of us are conscious that 
our light does not shine, why does it not ? 
We cannot plead any natural inability, for 
Christ never gives us a command which 
we are unable to perform, nor lays upon us 
more than we can bear. He has, more- 
over, promised us the assistance of his Holy 
Spuit, through whom we may do all things, 
and attain even to the perfection of the 
sons of God. Perhaps we are not trusting 
to be strengthened by that good Spirit. If 
so, it is no wonder that we fail, no wonder 
that our light is dim. What obscures the 
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light, is our folly, and our sin ; and these 
will prevail unless the Divine Spirit enable 
us to overcome them ; without his blessing, 
a cloud of evil will arise which will veil 
our lights nay, may even extinguish it. 
May God of his mercy forbid that our souls 
should sink into such darkness ! 

But our Saviour adds a reason to his 
precept ; he tells us why our light must 
thus shine before men. It is that when 
men thus see our good works, they may 
glorify our Father which is in heaven. 
Obscure this is, that we may beware of 
glorifying ourselves. This was the object 
of the Pharisees, and it is the object of all 
fidse professors of religion. Ambition, re- 
putation, pleasure, power, — ^these are the 
idols of the natural heart of man; but 
when that heart is renewed by the grace of 
God, then it seeks to glorify God. This 
is the true test of all our actions ; if they 
are performed for the sake of our own ag- 
grandizement or fame, then they are worth- 
less, and worse than worthless j but they are 
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acceptable in his sight, and the fruits of 
his Spirit, if they aim at his glory, and if 
they lead others to glorify him. 

And now I would ask you, brethren, 
whether you are thus glorifying God? Look 
back upon the last few months, — say, of the 
last year. I will not suppose that you 
have fallen into gross sin, but I would 
have your consciences fairly and honestly 
reply, as to how iar you may justly hope 
that your light has thus shone before men. 
What have they been able to discern 
in you which has been to the honour of 
your religion, and which has been likely to 
attract them to the service of your heavenly 
Master ? What difference have they seen 
between you and those who were confes- 
sedly but the children of this world ? 
Have your tempers been more holy, your 
patience more exemplary, your love more 
universal? How far have they seen in 
you the mind that was in Christ Jesus ? 
If nothing of all this has taken place, 
may you not fear that the light which is 
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within you is but darkness ? But if you 
have some reason to thank God who hath 
made you to differ, still go on to strive and 
pray, that he would bless your feeble en- 
deavours, so that at last your light may 
shine as the perfect day- 
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St. Matt. v. 5. 

** Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 

earth," 

Thebe are few subjects more calculated 
than that now before us to show the oppo- 
sition between the maxims of the world 
and those of Christ. In so strong a lights 
indeed, does this here appear, that at first 
sight, we are almost ready to say that ex- 
perience contradicts our Lord's assertion. 
The most celebrated characters in history, 
the great men and conquerors of the world, 
were certainly of a very different temper ; 
and these are the men to whom the world 
bows and whom it teaches us to. admire. 

c 
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Meekness and gentleness, on the contrary, 
we are disposed to look upon as mean and 
contemptible qualities, which will not pro- 
mote our advancement in life. The opi- 
nion of the Jews at the time of the Mes- 
siah was similar; and his meekness and 
lowliness were the great causes of their re- 
jecting him. We may remark, however, 
that although this opinion was entertained 
by the Jews, yet it was expressly con- 
denmed by their own scriptures, for 
the Old Testament not only holds the 
same language as the New, but even em- 
ploys almost the very words. The Psalmist 
says, " The meek shall inherit the earth, 
and shall delight ^ themselves in the abun- 
dance of peace/* 

In considering the words before us, it is 
necessary to begin by inquiring whether we 
ftdly understand, what is the true nature 
of this christian temper. 

There is a twofold meekness, one which 
is displayed towards God, and the other 
towards man. Meekness towards God 
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consists in submission to his will, without 
repining or murmuring ai his dispensa- 
tions. ^*It is the Lord, let him do as 
seemeth him good," was the language of 
Eli of old ; and in like manner a Christian 
will say, *^Let God mark out my path. 
He knoweth what is best, and he will also 
do what is best." Meekness towards man 
consists of the same elements. It is op^ 
posed to hastiness, anger, and peevishness, 
and to ambition, malice, and revenge. It 
consists in bearing injuries, forgiving in- 
juries, and recompensing evil with good. 
If you are meek you are quiet and humble, 
not struggling after superiority and pre-* 
emin9nce, nor repining because you are 
overlooked, nor b^ause atiother is pre- 
ferred before you. You do not hunger 
after human applause, but seek the appro- 
bation of Him that searcheth the heart ; 
without this, you feel that all the praises 
of men are vain ; and ivith it you are but 
little affected either by their praise or by 
their censure* If you are oppressed and in- 
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jured, you are not filled with wrath and in- 
dignation, though you are justified in using 
such means as are necessary to prevent se - 
rious injuries. You act upon the exhorta- 
tioh of the Apostle, " Dearly beloved, 
avenge not yourselves, but rather give 
place unto wrath ; '* or according to that 
of the wise man : ** Say not, I will do so 
as he hath done to me, I will render unto 
the man according to his work." It is the 
glory of a man to pass by a transgression. 

A person who is truly meek, is indeed 
one who has fulfilled the two preceding 
beatitudes of our blessed Saviour ; for, as 
we may here remark, the whole of the 
beatitudes form a kind of isacred climax, 
of which the first is the foundation, and 
the others are the successive steps by which 
we ascend in the path of heavenly blessed- 
ness. The meek are they who have been 
poor in spirit, conscious of their sin and 
hopeless misery, and who have afterwards 
mourned on account of their evil hearts 
and many actual transgressions. Thus do 
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tbey become meek : thus are they patient 
and submissive under afflictions, knowing 
that the worst that they experience are far 
less than their iniquities have deserved; 
thus do they bear the injuries and re- 
proaches of men with meekness and si- 
lence, even though unjust^ for heavier 
things are not laid to their charge than 
those of which they can accuse themselved ; 
and the more they know and feel of true 
religion, the more does the blessed temper 
of their minds improve. Their experience 
of the love of God, their knowledge of 
Christ and him crucified, and their increas- 
iog hopes of life and salvation through him, 
render them more and more humble, 
less careful about the vanities of the 
world, more filled with the hope of im- 
mortality, and therefore more meek and 
lowly in their general conduct and dis- 
position. 

Let us observe, that the meekness we 
are now contemplating, is very different 
from a mere natural easiness and mildness 
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of temper. It is very different, because it 
springs frOTfi iflie principles of the Gospel, 
and becoose it is diirays accompanied with 
the fear and love of God ; while the most 
amiable and natural temper, may be at- 
tended with dislike to the commandments, 
and the services and the people of Odd ; 
and witSi the love of the pomps and plear 
sures and even the vices of the world. It 
is different, also, because it is universal and 
uniform in its effects; while the mere 
worldly temper is uncertain and easily dis- 
appears when a person is opposed on a ten- 
der point. 

It would be easy tb extend these ob- 
servations, but what we have already said, 
may, I trust, be sufficient to describe, in 
some measure, the meekness to which our 
text refers, and which our Lord pronounces 
blessed ; and sufficient, also, to enable us 
to examine the testimony of our con- 
sciences, so that we may know whether we 
may be truly numbered among those to 
whom the blessing belongs. Suffer me. 



then, to ask you seriously whether you 
have reason to helieve that you are among 
the meek of the eal^th ? Have you been^ 
imd afe you, htunble and penitent? Has 
the conviction of your utter uirworthiness 
and giiilt in the sight of your holy and 
heartHsearching God, brought down your 
high estimation of' yourselves, and of the 
consideration to whiqh you oiice fancied 
yourselves entitled ? Has it rendered you 
gentle and ea^y to be entreated ? Or do 
you, as yet> know nothing of this lowliness 
of spirit ; and are you still proud, haughty, 
unhumbled ? It is ni>t difficult to ascer- 
tain what spirit you are of. If you are 
disposed to be angry even on the slightest 
occasion, if you are fretful and peevish, im- 
patient of contradiction, violent in your re- 
sentments, if you are apt to return evil for 
evil, a^id railing for railing, — ^all this is 
perfectly inconsistent with that meekness 
of temper which is one of the most dis- 
tinguishing traits of Christianity; and if 
you have it not, what avails the round of 
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religious duties which, perhaps, you scru- 
pulously perform, and what avails the clear- 
ness and correctness of your religious opi- 
nions ? It is impossible that any of these 
can profit if we have not the mind which 
was in Christ Jesus, and are not ccmformed 
to his image. The religion which brings not 
forth the fruits of gentleness and meek- 
ness is built on a wrong foundation^ and 
cannot be the religion of the gospel. We 
know, indeed, that a temper naturally irri- 
table cannot be easily subdued, and that 
it needs a long course of discipline before 
it can be brought into the obedience of 
Christ; but yet if we are not self-con- 
demned and humbled for every indulgence 
of singer, and if is not the earnest wish and 
prayer of our hearts to subdue it, we have 
much reason to fear that we are not fol- 
lowing the meek and lowly Jesiis. We 
must not forget that all his true disciples 
resemble him ; and how perfect was his 
example ! It appears in every scene of 
his life. We see him enduring the con- 
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tradiction of sinners against himself, bear- 
ing with the cavils of the scribes, the dul- 
ness of his disciples, the obduracy of the 
multitude, and the perfidy of Judas ; never 
suffering himself to be irritated or ruffled. 
If he ever spoke with holy indignation it 
was because he was grieved for the hard- 
ness of their hearts. In the hall of Cai- 
aphas, when he was beset with entangling 
questions and provoked by the senseless 
hostility of the Jews, and the testimony of 
perjured witnesses, no word of anger or 
bitterness fell from his lips : ^^as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so he opened 
not his mouth." When insulted in his 
very last agonies, was he even then tempted 
to wrath? No; he prays for his mur- 
derers: "Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do." If we would 
know whether we are the servants of such 
a master, we must examine whether we 
are like him. 

But what is the blessing promised to the 
meek as their portion? They shall in- 
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herit the earth* We are not to undrav 
stand this as a promise of becoming emi^ 
nently rich or great in this world, for saefa 
a promise God has never made to his chil- 
dren. On the contrary, Christ has said to 
them repeatedly, My kingdom', is not of 
this world. Yet though he has not pro- 
mised that they shall be kings and con- 
querors, he has promised to giye them all 
that will conduce to their well-being and 
happiness in this world; for they have the 
promise of this world as well . as of that 
which is to come. And what more can 
they desire? We know that the hap- 
piness of a man's life does not consist in 
the prosperity, power, and abundance that 
he possesses. A very small cause of trouble 
or uneasiness will easily spoil all the plea- 
sure which these can afford him ; and our 
only true happiness in this world is the 
enjoyment of what we do possess. Whe- 
ther this be little or much, the amount of 
enjoyment can hardly be said to differ. A 
small thing that the righteous hath is bet- 
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teji^ thati great riches of the ungodly ; and 
therefore the real sources of hiappiness the 
meek most assuredly and emiDently pos^ 
sess. The first and greatest earthly en- 
joyinfflit, the love of those around them, 
they would seeni^ indeed, almost exclu- 
sively to possess. The turbulent, the pas- 
donate and the angry are avoided : all 
endeavour to fly atid escape from them as 
much as possible ; but the me^k are bor 
loved by ievery one who is near them, by 
their falnilies, by their connexions, by 
their neighbours; They obtaiq confidence 
and mfluence, Und by neither giving nor 
taking offei^ce, receive greater pleasure 
fi-om society than others. They are free 
from many of those cares and dis^ippoint- 
ments with which the hearts of the proud 
and ambitious are incessantly agitated, 
and having learned in whatsoever state 
they are therewith to be content, they 
seek not great things for themselves, and ' 
receive every earthly blessing with double 
satisfaction, as being the gift of God. Thus 



36 sEBiroN in. 

whatever may be their outward situation 
in this life, in the truest sense they may be 
said to inherit the earth. But we must not 
limit the promise to the present state. 
Besides the earth that now is, they shall 
also inherit the new heavens and the new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousneiK. 
Then, indeed, will the meek fully possess 
the earth which shall be purified from the 
effects of the &11, and become a fit habi- 
tation for the saints. ' Then shall they de- 
light themselves in the abundance of 
peace; and shall stand before the Lord, 
and minister acceptably before him, and 
shall Uve and reign with him for ever and 
ever. 

In conclusion, let me address those, 
who though we may have reason to hope 
that they truly bear the name of Christians, 
yet we fear are often found to fiail in that 
meek and quiet spirit which is so essential 
to the religion they profess. Those of 
whom we speak are in general young 
Christians. They have, perhaps, but 
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little experience, and have made but 
little progress in the path towards the 
heavenly Zion. They are weak in judg- 
menty and transported with an impe- 
taous zeal, and apt to do and say many 
things which older Christians disapprove, 
and of which they themselves after- 
wards find reason to be ashamed. Being 
persuaded, and perhaps truly, that they 
have found the right path, and that 
reKgion is, indeed, the one thing needful, 
they labour with more warmth than pru- 
dence to bring others to the same convic- 
tion. But though their intentions may 
be good, their attempts are often inju- 
dicious and ill-timed, and their arguments 
so ill suited to the temper and state of 
those with whom they converse, that they 
rather injure than promote the sacred 
cause of truth. The opposition they meet 
with heats their temper and provokes 
them to use unguarded expressions. Bre- 
thren, if you act thus, you disgrace the mas- 
ter of whose cause you would be cham- 
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pionsL Your zeal, though in his cause, is 
even sinful, if it overcomes your meekness 
and your charity ; and you may be assured 
that if it proceed in this spirit, your endear 
voors will not be crowned with success. 
The wrath of man worketh not the righte- 
ousness of God. He does not need your 
anger or violence to accomplish his pur- 
poses; neither is it probable that he will 
vouchsafe to employ such instruments to 
effect his will or his designs of mercy. 
What, therefore, we would say to all we 
would say especially to you. " Put on, 
brethren, beloved in the Lord, the meek- 
ness and gentleness of Christ." Remem- 
ber that you are sinners, and at the best 
unprofitable servants ; and you will then 
have compassion on the ignorant^ you will 
seek in the spirit of meekness to restore 
those who may have gone astray, and show 
yourselves kind and gentle towards all 
men. And thus will you learn to put 
away wrath and evil tempers, and be^ 
come conformed to the image of God, so 
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tfaat you may be made meet to be par- 
takers of the inheritance of the saints 
in light 
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Isaiah liii. 7. 
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He was oppressed, and he was afficted ; yet he 
opened not bis mouth. He b brought as a bonb 
to the slangbtery and as a sheep before her shearers 
is dumb, so he opened not bis mouth." 



Such is the clearness of the prophecy of 
Isaiah, that he is deservedly called the 
evangelical prophet; and so minute and 
circumstantial is its conformity with the 
accounts contained in the Gospels^ that 
were there not certain evidence of its hav- 
ing been written more than seven hundred 
years before the coming of our Lord, we 
might) like an ancient disputer, suppose 
that it was a history of past events, instead 
of a prediction of future ones. The more 
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the whole hook is studied and BSisljted, 
the more will such reflections arise in the 
mind of the reader. We will, on the present 
occasion, confine our attention to the yerse 
I have just read. It contains a prophecy 
of our Lord's humiliation ; of the suffering 
and provocations to which he was exposed, 
and of the admirable meekness and pa- 
tience with which he endured them. 

The sufferings of our blessed Saviour 
were greater than we can fully appreciate. 
His body was full of pain, writhing under 
the most exquisite tortures ; and his soul 
was laden with spiritual horrors, the infi- 
nite wrath of a dreadftd God was upon 
him, and even in the expectation of the 
coming agony, he was sore amazed and 
very heavy. While he was thus afflicted 
of God, he was oppressed with the most 
bitter contempt and blasphemies from 
wicked men, and assaulted by the malig- 
nity of Satan, for this was the hour of the 
the powers of darkness. He was reviled 
and called a blasphemer, seditious, one that 
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had a devil, a fUend of publicans aud sin^ 
ners. Contempt was pouied upou him 
with regard to' all the offices which, .the 
scripture had revealed that hi^ should sus- 
tain. Upon his kingly office, when they 
crowned him with thorns, arrayed him in 
purple, bowed the knee before him in 
mockery, aud cried "Hail, king of the 
Jews ! " Upon his prophetical office, when 
they blinded him and then bid him declare 
who it was that smote him. Upon his 
priestly office, when they reviled . him on 
the cross, saying, " He saved others, him- 
self he cannot save." They scourged him, 
spit in his face, smote him with the palms 
of their hands. Besides which, also^ the 
kind of death they made him suffer was 
full of reproach and ignominy, being one 
that was only inflicted upon the vilest 
slaves. And all this fell at once upon one, 
who was not only of perfect purity and 
innocence, but one £ar greater than any of 
the sons of men ; one who from eternity 
had lain in the bosom of the Father, and 
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rejoiced in his smiles;- one, too, that could 
have citisfaed all his etieihids as a moth. 
But he bore it \nthout the least impatience 
or murmuring or discomposure of spirit. 
He submitted in silence and meekness. 
He was shorn as a sheep ; deprived of his 
riches, ornaments, and comforts; and more 
than this, as a sheep, also, he was led to 
the slaughter, and his blood and his life 
were required. Yet he opened not his 
mouth in repining or imprecation. He 
went peaceably and unresistingly, as a lamb 
goes to the slaughter-house as quietly as to 
the fold. 

And let us make a few more remarks as 
to the nature of his meekness and patienca 
They extended to every point in which God 
reqtiired his submission. We are apt to 
think that we could bear any trouble ex^ 
cej^t that which is laid upon us ; but our 
Saviour made no exceptions. His patience, 
too, was fiill of acquiescence, peace, and 
serenity ; fiill of obedience and resigaation 
to his Father's will. Not o(ne repining 
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thought against God, — ^not one revengeiiil 
thought against man ruffled his spirit. 
" Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do," was all his denunciation 
against his bitterest enemies. Neither did 
his patience £ail before the end of his trial. 
He did not, like too many among ourselves, 
run well for a time, and faint at last : in 
him patience had its perfect work. 

But while we. thus contemplate the 
meekness and patience of our blessed Lord, 
we may well inquire whence they arose. 
How was it that He who was infinite in 
majesty and power, could thus submit to 
humiliation ? We may reply, that his par 
tience was the fruit of his divine perfec- 
tions. His nature was free from those cor- 
ruptions under which ours groan and lar 
hour. Envy, revenge, discontent, despon- 
dency, are evils which spring up in the 
hearts of even the best among us. Moses, 
the meekest of men, was angry and spake 
unadvisedly with his lips ; and Job cursed 
the day wherein he was bom. Thus 
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do men fail even in the virtues for which 
they are most distinguished, for they are 
burdened with "the body of sin," a sin- 
ful nature. But it was not so with Christ. 
" The prince of this world cometh," said 
He, " and hath nothing in me " — ^no prin- 
ciple of corruption — ^no handle of tempta- 
tion. The patience of our Lord arose from 
his wisdom ; anger is traced to folly as its 
proper cause ; " Anger resteth in the bo- 
som of fools." It arose, also, from his fore- 
knowledge. He had covenanted with the 
Father that he would endure the seve- 
rity of the divine wrath for our sakes, 
before he took upon him our flesh, and 
he knew the glory that would follow his 
sufferings. He had &ith to contemplate 
the joy that was set before him, and 
through this endured the cross, despising 
the shame. This feith, Ukewise, rendered 
his obedience absolute and complete. He 
could quietly submit to all the will of 
God ; his death was an act of obedience. 
He viewed the command and the counsel 
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of the Father, in whatever he was required 
to suffer, and it concurred with his love to 
man : so far, therefore, ^om ayengingUm- 
self upon his persecutors, he looked upon 
them, whether Jews or Gentiles, but as 
-the instruments who ignorantlj fulfilled the 
-will of God, and brought about his great 
designs. 

Such, my brethren, is a very faint and 
most imperfect view of that part of our 
Saviour s character, which relates to his 
humiliation; and let us not pass it by, 
without endeavouring to turn the review 
to our own edification ; for Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example that 
we should follow his steps. He is our 
pattern, our perfect and lovely pattern, 
and it would seem that every thing that 
can present itself to our sight, or to our 
mind^ must be an inducement to urge us 
to resemble him. Nature, and providence, 
and grace, will all furnish some arguments 
to lead us to imitate him, and especially 
so with regard to his patience and ttieek- 
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ness. This is the temper with which all 
our tribulations must be borne, and under 
whatever aspect we view them, it is the 
only one which befits the disciples of 
Christ. Indeed, every thing that can pre- 
sent itself either to our sight or to our 
mind, may furnish some motive to urge us 
thus to follow him. 

If we look upward toward heaven we 
see that our afflictions come from the same 
sovereign hand under which he bowed, and 
which we are assured must do all things 
well. My beloved friends, your troubles 
do not rise out of the dust, nor spring out 
of the ground, but they are framed in hea- 
ven to lead back a wandering people to 
their God. Or again, if we look around 
us on earth, shall we not learn to forbear 
to charge God foolishly, when so many are 
suffering more severely than ourselves? 
Or most of all, when we look at our own 
hearts, can they teach us no lesson of 
meekness and patience ? Are there no 
weeds to be rooted out, no pride to be 
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humbled, no evil desire to be mortified ? 
Be assured there is some *^ need . be if 
ye are in heaviness." Our past sins need 
chastisement, our present imperfections 
and corruptions need to be destroyed, and 
they may need yet more than we are at 
present suffering. Our very virtues need 
to be purified and to be tried. Our Mth, 
our humility, our charity, have still sad 
admixtures of the evil of this sinfiil world, 
and they must be separated from these. 
Our faith must lose its presimiption, or its 
unsteadiness, our himiility must lose its 
pride, our charity its ostentation, our pa- 
tience its sullenness ; and we must lose 
our self-righteousness which enters into 
our best motives and spoils our best ac- 
tions. We must also have new and higher 
graces ; *^ tribulation will work patience, and 
patience experience, and experience hope." 
As a motive to patience^ let us remem- 
ber that we are to live to the glory of 
God, and that there are many spectators 
of our conduct^ many envious observers 
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who watch for our halting," that they 
may have wherewith to accuse both us 
and our master. It was for this reason 
that David prayed, " Lead me, Lord, 
in thy righteousness because of mine ene- 
mies.*' Those who are themselves un- 
godly, find but too much pleasure in seeing 
the conduct of a Christian under affliction, 
as impatient and rebellious as their own ; 
and they are by this means confirmed in 
their prejudices against religion, and less 
disposed to condemn themselves. How is 
Christ dishonoured when his cause is thus 
betrayed by his own disciples ! A review 
of our past lives may well fill us with 
shame, if we recollect how we have thus 
transgressed. But such a review ought 
also to tend to quiet our impatient spirits, 
because it is a review not only of our own 
sinfulness, but of the great goodness and 
many mercies of our heavenly Father. He 
has brought us through so many troubles, 
and supported us under so many afflic- 
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tions, that surely we have abundant rea- 
son to trust that he will do so yet once 
more, and therefore may we quietly wait 
for his deliverance. When we look back 
on the years of the right hand of the Most 
High, we shall feel that we must say with 
the psalmist, " These I recall to my mind, 
therefore I have hope." And we must look 
forward as well as backward. The ter- 
mination of the deepest sufferings cannot 
be far distant : it is even now near at 
hand. It may please God to remove them 
even in this mortal life : he may, perhaps, 
give some years of comfort in this world. 
But if not, this mortal shall soon put on 
immortality, and all earthly sorrows shall 
pass away. If we are but among those 
that fear the Lord, and humbly follow 
his steps, we shall soon feel that our 
light afflictions are but for a mo- 
ment ; we shall soon think that the time 
they endure, is but a moment in com- 
parison with that vast eternity of hap- 
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piness that is before us. What are a 
few days and nights of sorrow when they 
are past ? 

Brethren, the inquiry which we have 
just suggested, is the only one that is of 
real importance : are we among those that 
fear the Lord ? Among those who have 
the mind of Christ ? While you are con- 
templating the glory so shortly to be re- 
vealed, see whether you resemble those who 
are on the right hand of their Lord. If 
you are tempted to indulge a fretful re- 
pining spirit, see whether you ought not 
to be shamed and silenced, by reviewing 
the course they pursuied. Perhaps some of 
them never made the profession that we 
have done, but yet bore patiently the af- 
flicting hand of God, and even blessed and 
praised him under their troubles. Per* 
haps some of them knew not where to find 
their daily bread, and yet spoke of the 
bounty of God, though perhaps you have 
repined in the midst of plenty. And look 

D 2 



52 SERMON IV. 

likewise at those who are on the left hand. 
Are there not among them many who bore 
their troubles in the way that some of us 
are bearing them ? What did they more 
than fret and murmur, and despond and 
sink? And are we not walking in the 
same steps ? Are not our hearts swell- 
ing with rebellion against God, and 
anger and revenge against man whom 
he has made his instrument in punish- 
ing and afflicting us ? And do we not 
too often endeavour to act upon such 
feelings when we think it possible or 
prudent ? Do we never watch for a 
safe opportunity of returning evil for 
evil, and railing for railing, rather than, 
according to our blessed Lord's exam- 
ple, suffering ourselves to be submissive 
as a sheep before her shearers, and a 
lamb led to the slaughter? We must 
examine ourselves ; the same mind must 
be in us which was in Christ Jesus. If 
we are not found bearing his image, he 
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will not own us as his children : this is 
a fearful alternative. May God, in his 
mercy give us grace to follow our Sa- 
viour; and may his Holy Spirit subdue 
in us every high thing that exalteth itself 
against him ! 
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Genesis xxyiii. II. 



" And he liglited upon a certain place, and tarried 
there all night because the sun was set : and he 
took of the stones of that place and put them for 
his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep." 

God is just, and in every case will pu- 
nish sin ; so far, too, as this world is con- 
cerned, he would seem to punish it more 
severely and more certainly in his own 
children than in others. We not unfre- 
quently see persons whom we may truly 
call ungodly, continuing for a long time in 
a course of sin apparently with impunity, 
and this may even sometimes tempt us to 
question the equity of God's moral govern- 
ment. Such ideas seem also to have 
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troubled David, who beheld in his day the 
same mysteries of providence. Thus he 
says in Psalm xxxiii : " But as for me, 
my feet were almost gone ; my steps had 
weU nigh slipped. For I was envious at 
the foolish when I saw the prosperity of 
the wicked. These are the ungodly who 
prosper in the world, they increase in 
riches." But David was afterwards en- 
abled to understand the reason of God's 
seeming forbearance, and the awfiil cer- 
tainty of the punishment he would at last 
inflict. "I went into the sanctuary of 
God ; then understood I their end. Surely 
thou didst set them in slippery places : 
thou castedst them down into destruction. 
How are they brought into desolation as 
in a moment ! they are utterly consumed 
virith terrors.*' Our own observations will 
also be attended with a similar result. 
Whatever may be the afflictions of the 
righteous, we shall be enabled to perceive 
that they are the corrections of a fatherly 
hand rather than the vengeance of sm 
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angry judge, and that even whilst he in- 
flicts them God still remembers mercy. 
" If they break my statutes and keep not 
my' commandments, then will I visit their 
transgression with the rod and their ini- 
quity with stripes : nevertheless, my loving 
kindness will I not utterly take from him, 
nor suffer my faithfulness to fail." 

These, and similar reflections, are sug- 
gested to us by the history of which our 
text is a part. We see Esau, an ungodly 
profane person, even a murderer, for he 
had determined so slay his brother, re- 
maining at ease under his father Isaac*s 
roof, and enjoying all the comforts that 
wealth could afford him. We see also 
Jacob, a child of God, though erring and 
grievously erring, obliged to flee for his 
life, to forsake the parents that were so 
dear to him, and never even permitted to 
behold them more. He had deeply sinned; 
he had been guilty of deceit and false- 
hood ; and this towards an infirm helpless 
father. We cannot for a moment exte- 
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nuate or excuse his taking advantage of 
the dimness of a parent's sight, even 
though persuaded by his mother to such 
an act. And the Lord visited him with 
the rod of his anger. He must be made 
sensible of his crime ; he must feel the evil 
of sin, be brought to confess it, and to 
learn in fiiture to resist temptation come 
from whom it may. He must learn to walk 
strictly according to the holy will of God 
and to seek for the mercy which he needed, 
and which God never refuses to any peni- 
tent sinner, looking for it through the 
Lamb that is without spot and blemish. 

We may imagine the affliction under 
which Jacob left his father's house. That 
father was at the point of death, and his 
brother, incensed against him, threatened 
to kill him. He well knew his brother's 
angry impetuosity, and his disposition to 
sacrifice every thing to gratify a present 
impulse, of which we have an instance 
when he sold his birthright for a mess of 
pottage. So fully was Esau expected to 
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execute his threats, that Rebecca hastened 
to send Jacob away, believing it to be his 
onl J chance of safety. At that time travel- 
ling was attended with much fatigue and 
difficulty, and this was probably the first 
time he had quitted the paternal roof. The 
journey itself, however, might have been 
trifling, had it not been for the attendant 
circumstances, — his being driven to seek 
an asylum with relatives who were stran- 
gers to him, and his conscience at the same 
time reproaching him, for all was caused 
by his hypocrisy and his deception prac- 
tised toward an aged parent. Sad must 
have been the last embrace his parents 
gave him, and sad must have been his self- 
reproach, even when his father affection- 
ately repeated his blessing ; that blessing 
which was indeed his^ but which he ought 
not wrongfully to have obtained. As he 
walked onwards in his solitary path, all 
this must have weighed heavily upon his 
heart ; and it must have been much em- 
bittered by feeling that he had sinned, not 
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only against his parent but against God, 
for Jacob was not ignorant of his religious 
obligations. On the contrary, he was one 
who feared God in the general habit of his 
mind and course of life, and who on such 
points was well informed and enlightened. 
This, indeed, would render the remem- 
brance of his recent transgression the more 
painful, while at the same time it justi- 
fies the terms in which Jacob is mentioned 
in the holy Scriptures. If he had not 
truly repented of his present sin, and also 
been in other respects a faithful servant of 
God; it would never have been said of 
him, that God was his God, neither would 
he have been ranked with his holy ances- 
tors, Abraham and Isaac. Perhaps, un- 
der his present chastisement, he himself 
doubted whether this would be the case, and 
feared lest God had cast him off for ever. 

My brethren, be assured that if you 
sin like Jacob, you will not escape such 
sufferings. These things are written for 
our warning; beware of sin. Be never 
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sorrow and his repentance, and had heard 
his cries for pardon, and now he would 
heal the heart of his beloved Jacob. Dur- 
ing his sleep he vouchsafed his presence. 
We read that Jacob dreamed, and behold 
a ladder set up on the earth, and the top 
of it reached to heaven ; and behold the 
angels of God ascending and descending 
on it. And, behold, the Lord stood above 
it» and said, I am the Lord God of Abra- 
ham thy father, and the God of Isaac; 
the land whereon thou liest, to thee will 
I give it> and to thy seed. And thy seed 
shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou 
shalt spread abroad to the West and to 
the East, and to the North and to the 
South : and in thee and in thy seed shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed. 
And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep 
thee in all places whither thou goest, and 
will bring thee again into this land; for I 
will not leave thee until I have done that 
which I have spoken to thee of." 

How amazing is the goodness of God ! 
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Here is not one word of reproach, not one 
allusion to Jacob's transgression. Like the 
reply to the returning prodigal. When 
the penitent said, I have sinned, did the 
father speak of his mispent life ? No ; he 
met the sorrower with a kiss, an embrace, 
and put on him the best robe, and a 
ring, and killed the fatted calf. Thus 
did God act to Jacob, and thus, also, will 
he do to all who like Jacob are spiritual 
mourners; he casts their sins into the 
depths of the sea, he forgives and he for- 
gets them, and he appears only in love. 

We need not enter into any minute and 
supposed interpretation of the vision ; suf- 
fice it to say, by means of it, Jacob was 
greatly comforted. He was assured that 
his transgression was passed by, that God's 
providence watched over him, that the 
angels were his especial charge, that God 
pledged himself anew to be gracious, and 
to fulfil to him and to his seed all the 
promises to Abraham and to Isaac. And 
every child of God may trust that he is 
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under the same protection, that all the 
thoughts of the Lord are thoughts of mer- 
cj, and that all the promises made to the 
Church and to him through Christ, will 
assuredly be fulfilled. At the same time 
we may be confident that, however soli- 
tary we may seem and feel, as we pass 
through desert places in the journey 
through the pilgrimage of our mortal life, 
could our eyes be open, we should see 
around us guardian angelsj the blessed 
spirits who are sent forth to minister unto 
the heirs of salvation. 

And what was Jacob's conduct when 
he awoke and arose? At first he was 
fearful and said " How dreadful is this 
place !" The vision might well excite 
awe, but it excited, also, his thankful- 
ness and his devotion. He took the stone 
which had been his pillow, and set it up. 
for a pillar, and consecrated it as a memo- 
rial at once of his faith, his repentance, and 
his devotion. Here he offered his vows and 
solemnly engaged to dedicate his life to the 
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service of that God who had so graciously 
appeared to accept and console him. And 
may the same God grant that we our- 
selves may do likewise. If he has chas- 
tened us to bring us to repentance, and if 
he has comforted us by his love and mercy, 
let us also erect a memorial of so ines- 
timable a blessing. Let us, like Jacob, 
dedicate ourselves to his glory ; and let 
our remembrance of his mercy, be a return 
of loving obedience to all his command- 
ments. 
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1 Thess^ v. 17. 
** Pray without ceasing/' 

This is a part of the exhortation of St. 
Paul to the Thessalonians which he sub- 
joins to bis prophetical announcement of 
the second coming of our Lord. He tells 
them that it is needless and useless to in- 
quire about the particular time at which 
this would take place, for Christ had not 
revealed it when upon earth ; and this cer- 
tainty, without any additional information, 
was of itself sufficient to excite all who 
were persuaded of it to cultivate such 
christian graces as would prepare them to 
meet their Lord at his coming. So, like- 
wise, it is our own duty to be always 
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ready, and to be continually found with our 
'^ loins girt, and our lamps burning, stand- 
ing as men that wait for their Lord." 

That we may be the more deeply im- 
pressed with the importance of this duty, 
let us meditate on what the apostle intends 
by prayer. 

Prayer is sometimes understood to mean 
that part of devotion which consists of sup- 
plication, but it has a wider signification, 
and may comprehend all that part of our 
religious practice in which we address our- 
selves to God, or hold intercourse with 
him. Thus, it may include our adoration 
of his glorious perfections and works, and 
of his wise and merciful dispensations of 
providence and grace ; it may express our 
thanksgiving for the numberless blessings 
we receive from him, our acknowledg- 
ment of our entire dependence upon him, 
the profession of our faith in him, the 
confession of our sins and infirmities 
our guilt and misery; and together 
with these, our petitions for the supply of 
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our wants, for comfort in our distresses, 
for direction and assistance in our under- 
takings, and for mercy and pardon of our 
sins. In the text it seems to be taken in 
this comprehensive sense. St. Paul repre- 
sents it as the great instrument by which 
we draw down blessings from above, and 
obtain relief for all our necessities. Prayer 
is, indeed, to our souls, what food is to our 
bodies, — their repast, their support, and 
their nourishment. It is our defence 
and preservation against sin and tempta- 
tion, and the only means by which we can 
raise ourselves above this evil world, and 
converse with God, and become transformed 
into his nature. 

But if this be prayer, surely the very de- 
finition is a sufficient reason for enforcing 
the apostle's exhortation, "Pray without 
ceasing." Do we not at all times require 
the support of God's arm, the direction of 
his providence, the supplies of his grace 
and the manifestations of his favour? 
Must we not then at all times need that 
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which alone can procure them? If our 
bodies can live without their daily bread, 
if our souls can live without the bread of 
heaven, — if we can be for a single moment 
self-existent and independent ; — nay, if we 
could add a cubit to our stature, or even 
make a single hair white or black, we may 
have some reason why we should neglect 
or intermit our approaches to God ; but 
till this is the case, it is but folly and mad- 
ness for us not to pray, and not to pray 
without ceasing. 

Possibly, however, the words, " without 
ceasing," may need some slight explana- 
tion. It would hardly be practicable to 
obey them literally. This was, indeed, the 
error of some ancient enthusiasts, who 
thence concluded that the whole work of 
a Christian was only to pray. But he 
who has commanded us to pray without 
ceasing, has likewise commanded us to 
hear, read and meditate ; nay more, he re- 
quires us to " be diligent " in the business 
"of our worldly callings and "provide 
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things honest in the sight of all men." One 
duty must not supersede another f nor, as 
has been quaintly said, must prayer appear 
before God guilty of the death and mur- 
der of other duties. The expression in 
the text must, therefore, be differently un- 
derstood, and it is capable of several other 
interpretations. We will instance some 
of them. 

That which is done at all appointed times 
and seasons, may be said to be done without 
ceasing. Thus it was the promise of God to 
Noah, that while the earth remaineth, seed 
time and harvest, cold and heat, summer 
and winter, day and night shall not cease. 
To pray without ceasing is, likewise, 
to pray with all possible importunity and 
earnestness. The church prayed "with- 
out ceasing" for the apostle Peter when he 
was in prison ; they were earnest and im- 
portunate. It is, further, to intermingle, 
prayer with every occurrence and with 
every occupation ; to lift up our hearts to 
God under every circumstance, and with 
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regard to every object that presents itself. 
We cannot be always uttering long prayers 
with our lips, but our minds can easily out- 
strip any earthly business, and in a moment 
they may turn heavenward. Worldly 
cares too often creep into our devotions ; 
why should not spiritual thoughts and 
holy affections creep into our worldly bu- 
siness, and hallow them and draw down 
the blessing of God upon them ? Indeed, 
if our hearts and our treasure be really in 
heaven, our thoughts will follow them, not- 
withstanding the tumult and hurry of any 
earthly business. 

But perhaps the most comprehensive 
interpretation of the apostle's words is 
living in a spirit of prayer, — preserving our 
hearts in such a frame as to be at all times 
ready to draw nigh to God, and this is one 
of the highest attainments of the most zea- 
lous and devoted Christian ; it is the being 
in the world, but yet not of the world, it is 
dwelling upon earth and yet partaking of 
the holiness of heaven ; it implies that the 
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desires and affections are holy and heavenly, 
that the life is blameless and the christian 
profession pure and unspotted. 

My christian friends, if any of you are 
but too conscious that you are not thus 
living in a spirit of prayer, suffer me most 
solemnly and most earnestly to entreat 
you to examine why this is not the case. 
What are your impediments to prayer? 
This is a question of the most vital import- 
ance ; I would beseech you to consider it 
fully and deeply. One of the greatest 
impediments to prayer is being immersed 
in the business and pleasures of this world. 
These damp and deaden the heart to its 
holy duties. When the world gains the 
ascendancy over the affections, it must 
needs stifle and extinguish the sacred flame 
which should ascend to heaven. You can- 
not approach God when you are distracted 
with plans and projects, when your thoughts 
are flitting from care to care, or from plea- 
sure to pleasure ; when, in fact, you are 
devoured by worldly vanities. A yet 
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greater and yet more fatal impediment is * 
sin, — ^the guilt of sin upon the conscience. 
We can scarcely dare to come before God, 
or presume to call bim our Fatber, wben 
we know that we have daringly provoked 
him by some wilful offence. Conscience 
chokes our speech and stifles t)ur prayer. 
We cannot seek the mercy and fevour of 
God when we know that we are living in 
rebellion against him. Guilt is a serious 
impediment to merely worldly duties, it 
will be hardly less than an absolute bar- 
rier to spiritual. The majesty of heaven 
is arrayed in the terrors of an angry Judge ; 
we come at the best unwillingly, and we 
would fain not come at all. May God 
forbid that such should be the state of any 
among us ; but if there be one whose con- 
science trembles to reply to the questions 
I have suggested, let him give himself no 
rest till the root of bitterness be cast out. 

If, however, we have reason humbly to 
hope that we do live in a spirit of prayer^ 
a holy tamper of grace and supplication, — 
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while we rejoice that our conscience can 
return this blessed testimony, let us be 
careful to preserve it. You who live 
thus, love to pray, and all that happens to 
you furnishes you with a motive and an 
occasion for divine conmiunion. If you 
have met with any success, or been rescued 
from any danger, you render to God your 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. If you 
undertake any business or form any plan, 
you beseech His blessing by whom all 
things are governed both in heaven and in 
earth. If you are in doubt or perplexity, 
if you lack wisdom, you ask of God. If 
you are oppressed with care and distress, 
you look up to God. If you are attacked 
by some strong temptation, you turn to 
God, and his strength is sufficient for you. 
If even from negligence or ignorance or 
weakness, or, alas ! from presumption itself, 
you may have &llen into transgression, you 
confess your sin, you repent and you find 
mercy, for he that confesseth and forsaketh 
his sin shall have mercy. In all your 
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ways, continue, then, to acknowledge God ; 
in all your necessities, in all your desires, 
in your prosperity and in your adversity, 
turn to him, and thus obey the sacred 
precept, "Pray without ceasing." 

In conclusion, I would urge all who 
hear me to reflect, that they can have no 
surer test of Hieir religious state than the 
manner in which they regard the duty of 
prayer. Rest assured that unless you love 
to pray, that unless praise is a delight 
to you, unless communion with God 
through Christ is pleasant to your soul, 
and unless when you feel a reluctance to 
these duties, such a reluctance excites 
grief and sorrow, — in short, that unless you 
are labouring to live up to the practice of 
the precept we have been considering, 
however praiseworthy may be your exter- 
nal conduct, you have no well-founded 
hope to trust that you are a Christian. 
When a man becomes a true Christian, 
prayer becomes natural to him. No sooner 
was St. Paul called, than it was said of him 
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as an eyidence of his conyersioii, ^ Behold, 
he prajeth ' " A Christian must feel and 
know the Talne of prayer, and would not 
for all the world can oflfer, forego the pri- 
yilege ; he knows it to be his duty and he 
feels it to be his pleasure ; he knows that 
while the precept is ** Pray without ceas- 
ing," the promise is also, *^ They that wait 
upon the Lord shall want no manner of 
good thing." 



77 



SERMON VII. 

Mark ix. 24. 
" Lord, I believe, help mine unbelief." 

If the veil that separates the kingdom 
of glory from us were withdrawn, and we 
were permitted to converse with the spi- 
rits of just men made perfect, what various 
questions should we feel disposed to put to 
them ! But among those who would be 
most desirous of information, would pro- 
bably be such as are so filled with fears 
respecting their Christian state, that they 
can scarcely imagine themselves to belong 
to the number of Christ's disciples. They 
would anxiously inquire whether any 
among that blessed company had ever 
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felt similar distress in the days of their 
earthly pilgrimage ; and the reply would 
be full of sympathy and encouragement. 
There are, perhaps, some among ourselves 
who would gladly make the inquiry also ; 
and if so, I would bid them turn to the 
narrative from which our text is taken, 
and I would trust that this alone, under 
the blessing of God, may suffice to give 
them a distinct and satisfactory answer. 
By examining it> we may hope to discover 
what are the marks of a genuine faith, 
though this faith may nevertheless be 
weak and imperfect. 

If we refer to the narrative, we find 
that the individual who exclaimed, " Lord, 
I believe, help thou mine unbelief," was 
in very great affliction. His child was 
possessed by an evil spirit. This was ca- 
lamity enough ; yet added to this, the evil 
spirit harassed the child by tearing him, 
making him fOam, and gnash his teeth; 
after which, from exhaustion, he would 
pine away. The father had heard of Jesus 
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and his miracles, and therefore went to 
him after he had in vain applied to the 
disciples to cast out the devil. Jesus com- 
manded the child to be brought to him. 
The parent beseeches, ^^ If thou canst do 
anything, have compassion on us and help 
us." To this our Lord makes answer, ^^ If 
thou canst believe, all things are possible to 
him that believeth/' The father then with 
tears exclaims, ^^Lord, I believe, help 
thou mine unbelief." And Jesus granted 
his petition, and thus testified that his 
f^th was sincere; though it might be 
weak, yet it triumphed. 

We need not here discuss the general 
subject of possessions by evil spirits ; it is 
sufficient that in the Gospel before us, it 
is spoken of with as much clearness and 
distinctness as any other fact of the sa^ 
cred scriptures. What concerns us, is to 
compare our experience with that of 
the father who sought for mercy, and 
who obtained a gracious answer to his 
petition. 
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We may observe that he was in tears 
when he said, ^* Lord, I believe, help thou 
mine unbelief." I will not ask whether a 
consciousness of unbelief is literally a 
cause of tears, but whether it is of the 
deepest concern. Are you as anxious 
about your spiritual state as was the fa- 
ther for the deliverance of his child ; and 
are you as earnest to obtain that faith 
without which you cannot be saved ? Is 
the welfare of your soul the object of your 
most fervent desire ; do you seek it and 
pray for it with the most lively impor- 
tunity ? If so, take courage, for thus was 
it with him whose prayer was answered. 

Again : whatever temptations to un- 
belief this man might have, still he could 
say, ** Lord, I believe." And you, bre- 
thren, also believe ; or you would not pray 
at all. You believe that Christ can help 
you, or you would not come to him ; you 
believe that he is the Saviour, or you 
would not beseech him to save you. You 
believe, therefore, that he is the Son of 
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God, that he is what the scriptures de- 
scribe him to be ; that he came into the 
worid to save siimers, and that by his 
death he made once a full, perfect, and 
sufficient oblation and satisfaction for the 
sins of the whole world. You believe, too, 
that he is willing as well as able ; this also 
is implied in your coming to him. If you 
knew that your petition would be rejected 
you would not oflTer it, but you hope, how- 
ever faintly, that it may be heard and 
granted. 

You likewise resemble the man of 
whom our text speaks, inasmuch as it is 
to Christ and to none other that you ap- 
ply. He sought not the aid of human 
physicians, or any worldly science, but he 
came humbly and unreservedly to one 
whom he truly thought his only refuge. 
You are convinced no less than he, that 
besides Jesus there is no Saviour ; that 
every other confidence is but a broken 
reed, which may pierce but cannot sup- 
port you. You are not seeking salvation 
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from the law, for you know too well, that 
here you can have no hope. You strive 
earnestly and desire to obey its commands, 
but you feel your imperfections too deeply 
to venture, for a moment, to attach any 
merit to your best obedience. You have 
long seen, that, according to the words of 
the prophet^ all your righteousness is as 
filthy rags, and that whatever any of your 
fellow-creatures may, perhaps, have ad- 
■Ired in your cond.d, ta «> n-iBgled ^th 
frailty and imperfection, that it ought ra- 
ther to be a cause for deep humiliation. 
You are convinced that even with regard 
to your purest services, if the Lord were 
to mark what is done amiss, you could 
not abide him. 

Yet farther, too, your prayer is perse- 
vering. The afilicted fatb^ would not be 
repulsed, and you urge your petition and 
will not be denied, though, like him, you 
are sensible of your infirmities, and of the 
weakness of your wavering fiuth. Whe- 
ther there was any immediate cause for 
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this man's doubts, we are not told ; with 
ourselves we may sometimes, be able to 
trace one, but in general the common de^ 
pxavity of our fallen nature, will be suffi- 
cient to account for whatever obscurity 
may seem to rest upon divine things. The 
wrestling with unbelief is the chief paort 
of that great struggle between the flesh 
and the spirit, of which St. Paul so fre- 
quently speaks, under different represent 
tations. When a man is awakened frt>m 
the lethargy of sin, by the grace of God, 
two opposite principles will be^ to strive 
within him. The flesh lusteth against the 
spirit; the law of death endeavours to 
overcome the law of life; the old man 
wars against the new man. These and 
many similar expressions describe the con- 
test between good and evil, of which we 
must all be conscious, and under which we 
all must groan so long as we remain in 
this sinfii} body, because it impedes our 
progress in holiness, so that " we cannot," 
according to the words of the apostle, 
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** do the things that we would." It was 
this which forced from the man whose his- 
tory we are contemplating the words, ** I 
believe, help thou mine unbelier — ^words 
apparently contradictory, but words which 
I trust many of us feel to be true. He 
exclaimed, " I believe," yet at the same 
time seemed to himself as though he did 
not believe. And this is your case. You 
believe, and yet it is with you, as if you 
did not believe. The cause of our doubts 
is sin. Sin acts upon your mind by an 
evil influence, it obscures the perception 
of religious truth, and weakens the force 
of its evidences ; it makes the will averse 
to divine things, and destroys the taste for 
what is spiritual and holy ; and thus a per- 
son gives but an imperfect and unwilling 
attention to such subjects, and conse- 
quently apprehends them but partially, 
and sees them but dimly. Hence arise 
vague notions, and multiplied doubts and 
fears. Hence, too, comes the force of 
temptation, and hence too, alas ! more or 
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less the victoiy of unbelief. It is fearful 
to think how far this victory may extend. 
Sometimes we may be ready even to doubt 
Christ's ability, or to think it inconsistent 
with the majesty and wisdom of God, that 
a scheme for man's salvation so conde- 
scending should ever have been contrived. 
Or you may think at times that the pro- 
clamation of a free and full salvation is 
news too pleasant and good for credit ; or 
you may fancy that there is something so 
peculiar in your circumstances, and that 
you are so very unworthy of divine grace, 
that you can hardly believe that the Sa^ 
viour has pardoned you. 

Such are the effects of unbelief, and 
there may be also others, which from time 
to time harass you ; but you feel and la- 
ment them, and you pray that Christ will 
help you to strive against them and over- 
come them. Often when no eye but that 
of God could see you, have you cried, 
" Help mine unbelief." Frequently have 
you exclaimed, " Lord, I do believe ;" and 
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then being struck with your own unwor- 
thiness, and the weakness of your faith, so 
that upon reflection you dare not con- 
sider it faith, you have added, ^* Help mine 
unbelief!" You have mourned over the 
hardness of your heart, and you desire and 
you pray that it may be changed. Dis- 
couraged as you may have been in seeking 
faith, you will still go on, you will not re- 
turn to the world, you will endeavour in 
all things to be obedient to the will of 
Christ, and will rely only on his power 
and his mercy. 

But if in all the points we have con- 
sidered, we may humbly hope that our 
conduct and our state resembles that re- 
corded by the evangelist, what follows? 
Cause for the greatest consolation. If one 
petitioner has been accepted, the other 
shall not be rejected. God does not de- 
spise the day of small things. The very 
apostles of our Lord were but weak in 
faith when he first called them, but all, 
except only the traitor Judas, were as 
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much included among the number of the 
children of God at that time, as in the 
evening of their lives. Peter, James^ and 
John, desired to call down fire from heaven. 
Peter denied his Master, all of them for- 
sook him ; and all this was the bitter fruits 
of unbelief. But the Lord helped their 
unbelief ; and afterwards in full confidence 
on his promises, they could face the most 
cruel death. In the earlier part of their 
career, they were but babes in Christ ; but 
he did not on that account reject them, 
any more than earthly parents do their 
own little ones on account of their weak- 
ness and their errors. On the contrary, 
the beautiful language of scripture ex- 
presses his tenderness towards them, " He 
will carry them in his arms." He will con- 
descend to help their infirmities. The 
weakest believer is as completely pardoned 
as the strongest. We are assured that 
" all that believe are justified from all 
things;" — ^all that believe, without any 
difference, the least as well as the 
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greatest, the babe and those that are of 
fall age. 

But while this subject affords comfort 
to the babes in Christ, and to those 
whose faith is as yet weak and imper- 
fect, let no one remain contented in such 
a state. Though God is pleased with 
the least measure of faith, and the sinner 
is by it admitted into the heavenly family, 
yet the remains of unbelief in his people 
are very imbecoming to them and very 
dishonourable to God. In fact, it is only 
inasmuch as we pray and struggle against 
them, that we have any reason to hope 
that we have been made the children of 
God. If we can quietly endure them, 
much less permit them, we may justly 
suspect that we are not the children of 
God at all. Think only how greatly we 
dishonour him. Should not a child trust 
a parent by whom it has never been de- 
ceived ? Should not a child confide in a 
parent who has given the most astonish- 
ing proofs of care and love ? Should not 
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you, also, trust in your Father which is 
in heaven ? Should not you rely on that 
divine Lord whose whole history on earth 
was love to man ? Unbelief is calling in 
question his word, his promises, his sal- 
vation. How surprising that the Lord has 
still patience with us ; but he knoweth 
whereof we are made ; he remembereth 
that we are but dust. 

Finally, we must remember that though 
faith, however weak, includes us among 
God's children, yet if our faith is low, 
so will our walk be unsteady and our con* 
solations small. In proportion to our 
faith will be our graces. Whenever, 
then, we feel but little delight in reli- 
gion, when we find our minds distracted 
from pious duties, when we find ourselves 
in danger from temptation, let us pray, 
'* Help mine unbelief," and the prayer 
will be heard and answered, and we shall 
discover the answer in our conduct and 
in our peace of mind, if the good work. 
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the great change for eteinity be but com- 
menced, God will carry it on ; your weak 
fidth he will strengthen — ^your imperfect 
resolutions he will confirm, for the bruised 
reed he will not break, nor quench the 
smoking flax. 
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Matt. xxiv. 13. 

'' But he that shall endure to the end^ the same shall 

be saved." 

When our Lord was departing from the 
temple, his disciples pointed out to him the 
beauty of that magnificent structure, and 
this was the occasion of his prophetical ob- 
servations concerning the destruction of 
the temple. They then anxiously inquired 
of him when that event would take place. 
In answer, he set before them some cir- 
cumstances which would occur previous to 
the fulfilment of his prophecy ; and among 
them, foretold the afflictions and persecu- 
tions, even unto death, which would be- 
fall his disciples; and the departure of 
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some from the faith, as among the indi- 
cations of the time in which the temple 
would be overthrown. The prediction thai 
some would forsake the cause of Christ 
and the idea that any who thus heard it 
might be among the number, would be 
likely to create uneasiness in their minds. 
Our Lord, therefore, for the comfort of 
every sincere follower, added, in the wordfc 
of our text, " But he that shall endure to 
the end, the same shall be saved." 

In applying this subject to our own 
times and circumstances, it may perhaps 
be imagined that we are not likely to meet 
with the same temptations as the early 
converts, or indeed with any equal to them 
in duration or severity ; and it is true that 
there were peculiar dangers and difficulties 
attending the first planting of Christianity. 
But we are, perhaps, over-confident in the 
security of our institutions, if we suppose 
ourselves beyond the reach of many of a 
similar nature. If, however, a kind Provi- 
dence spares us such sufferings, still the 
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christian life is at the best but a warfare. 
With whatever seeming tranquillity we 
may be permitted to pursue our course, 
there will not be wanting much to try our 
faith, to tend to divert us from the narrow 
path, to tempt us to make shipwreck of a 
good conscience. The text is one of those 
passages of holy scripture that warn us of 
our danger. It implies that there is a 
possibility of a christian profession being 
cast ofE, and that notwithstanding persons 
may for a time " run well," yet that after- 
wards they may fell away, and finaUy sink 
into apostacy. Our own hearts do indeed 
confirm this testimony of scripture, and . 
there will sometimes be in the mind of 
every Christian, an apprehension lest such 
should be his case. Who is there that is not 
conscious of occasional declensions? who 
is there that never yields to sin or unbe- 
lief? It is true that there is a great dif- 
ference between these departures and open 
apostacy, but yet the one may lead to the 
other, and indeed, but for the grace of God 
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they will do so. The one is the bud of 
the same bitter tree of which the other is 
the fatal and ripened fruit. A man may 
for a season depart from the right way and 
be brought back like David or Peter ; but 
it is also possible that he may not be ar- 
rested in a career once begun, and that he 
may continue to wander farther and fiirthier, 
so that he maybe at last involved m a 
maze of error from which there is no re- 
turn. So was it with Demas and with 
Judas. 

The only safety is to be on our guard 
against the small beginnings, the slight 
deviations which are too often unno- 
ticed, and often even unsuspected. The 
first step in any course is gelierally that 
which decides its final direction. ThsA 
we may be the more alive to our danger, 
let us on the present occasion advert to a 
very few of such circumstances as are 
known to have too frequently a jBsital in- 
fluence. 

One to which our Saviour in this place 
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particularly alludes is persecution. In the 
context he foretells that in such a season 
many would be offended, would betray one 
another, and would hate one another. His- 
tory too abundantly proves that numbers 
who made a profession when no evil was 
at hand, immediately when persecution 
threatened denied the faith. Some, as we 
know, afterwards repented of their sin, yet 
the majority died in their apostacy. Daily 
experience no less proves the same thing ; 
there have been not a few who have made 
a profession of religion, but who when as- 
saulted by jeers or menaces, forsake the 
truth as it is in Jesus, and are willing to 
&11 into opinions which may appear likely 
to further their present advantage, but 
which involve their souls in danger, and 
perhaps ultimately in ruin. 

There are also some who are not driven 
by persecution to adopt erroneous doctrine, 
but who are deceived by the error itself. 
A part of our Lord*s prediction in the very 
chapter before us is, that false prophets 
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shall arise and deceive many. This has 
been the case in all ages of the church, 
and the present is by no means exempt ; 
on the contrary, indeed, we may call it 
one of the chief dangers of the present 
age. Perversions of religious truth abound 
on every side, and in forms so varied and 
sometimes so plausible, that, — ^to refer 
again to our Saviour's words, — if it were 
possible they would deceive the very elect. 
Besides heretical teaching, too, we are in- 
undated with an immense quantity of light 
trifling books, in which vice is adorned and 
divested of its grossness by the aid of beau- 
tiiul language or poetical attraction. Many, 
very many fall victims to these intoxi- 
cating draughts of mingled infidelity and 
sensuality. If you would endure to the end, 
turn from them with fear and abhorrence. 
Again, some persons are led astray by 
desire of the favour of the world ; they per- 
haps have thoughtful seasons and vrlsh to 
make a profession of religion, but they 
strive to serve two masters, and cannot re- 
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God and Mammon. Others are overcome 
by opportune temptations. Satan adapts 
his devices to the occasion, and watches 
for our weak and unguarded moments. 
He avails himself of our peculiar tempera- 
ments, propensities, or situation, and throws 
his bait accordingly; thus by means of 
their love of reputation he destroyed Ana- 
nias and Sapphira ; and by means of the love 
of money, induced Judas to betray Christ. 
Sinful affections have been fatal to thou- 
sands and tens of thousands. How many 
of the Israelites in this maimer departed 
from the service of God, and how severe 
was their punishment ! 

But we cannot pursue this part of our 
subject : temptations which lead to the de- 
struction of the soul are scarce less than in- 
finite. Let me ask you only if you are sin- 
cerely desirous to ascertain whether you are 
in danger of departing from the truth. To 
all who seriously make such an inquiry, I 
would reply, there is, my brethren, very 
great danger when you grow indifferent to 
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private prayer; when public ordinances 
are not attended ; when the bible is neg- 
lected; when the children of God are 
avoided; and when worldly persons, be- 
cause they are great or talented or 
learned or entertaining are sought after; 
when light and unprofitable conversation 
becomes agreeable ; when this life begins 
to engross more of your attention and 
thoughts and energies than the next. 
When you begin to think less of the opi- 
nion of the Almighty than of the opinion of 
men. When pride or ambition is allowed 
to influence you. When you do not live 
up to what you know is scriptural. 

But that we may not be so unhappy as 
to forsake the Lord Jesus who bought us 
with his blood, I would endeavour to point 
out to you the means which God has in 
his holy scriptures provided for our safety. 
They are indeed all summed up in one 
word, his own mercy. He has promised 
that in those in whom he hath begun a 
good work he will carry it on ; and there- 
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fore of his manifold grace he guides us 
and keeps us, notwithstanding all our frail- 
ties and infirmities and transgressions, and 
thus enables us to follow him at all times, 
even to the last moment of our lives. 
From the beginning to the end of our 
christian course we can do nothing of our- 
selves. According to the language of the 
article of our church, it is God that gives 
us a good will and that works with us when 
we have that good will. It is the Holy 
Spirit that first touches our hearts, and 
the same Holy Spirit that supports and 
strengthens us so that we may go on to 
perfection. We must, however, at the 
same time remember, that the promise of 
divine support does not warrant any indo- 
lence on our part. Our own exertions 
must be as unremitting as if they only 
could procure our salvation. Hence are 
many cautions given. "Let him that 
thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he 
fall." ^^ Hold fast that thou hast, lest ano- 
ther take thy crown." God has vouch- 
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safed promises which are " yea and amen'' 
in Christ Jesus ; but he has also connected 
them with means of grace. God had given 
St. Paul an assurance that not one of the 
lives of those persons who sailed with him 
should be lost, yet when some of them 
sought to leave the vessel, he told the cen- 
turion that except those men remained in 
the ship, they could not be saved. God, 
who decrees the end, also determines the 
means. 

In the use of means, then, first take care 
that your whole heart be engaged in the 
work of your salvation. The requirement 
of God is, " My son, give me thine heart." 
By the heart is meant all the affections of 
our nature ; these must be under his di- 
rection and control and entirely devoted to 
him, and if you feel that they are still im- 
pure and rebellious, your prayer must be, 
" Create in me a clean heart, renew a right 
spirit within me." Further, too, let your 
minds be well stored with the truths of 
the gospel Be not satisfied with general 
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and. vague notions upon religious subjects; 
but study and understand the doctrines 
and precepts of scripture, as fully as men 
understand a trade or a profession. Indeed, 
if it is a shaine for a mechanic not to be 
master of his trade, much more must it be 
a shame for a Christian to be ignorant of 
scripture. You must have right ideas of 
the depravity of human nature, of repent- 
ance towards '. God, of faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, of the influences of the Holy 
Ghost. For this purpose you must read 
the Bible, read it much, and read it with 
prayer for the divine blessing. Let it not 
be enough for you to remain always in the 
elements of religion ; press forward, seek 
for great advancement in piety, not for 
ostentation, but for your own comfort and 
for God's glory. 

Keep the Lord Jesus in view as your 
hourly example. St. John ; tells v us, *' He 
that hath this hope— the. hope of a blessed 
immortality— purifieth 'himself even as 
Christ is pure; Another apostle says; 
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*^ Consider him that endured such contra- 
diction of sinners against himself, lest you 
be wearied and faint in your minds." In 
all things he must be our pattern. And 
how high is the standard that Christ hath 
placed before his disciples : " Be ye per- 
fect as your Father in heaven is perfect." 
Take no saint, no man for your model, but 
the man Christ Jesus. And while you 
follow him, keep your faith in lively exer- 
cise. Faith can do all things, conquer 
every enemy, overcome every temptation. 
It is to faith that all the successes of 
God's people are attributed in scripture. 
Faith in Christ delivers both from the guilt 
and the influence of sin ; feith preserves 
us by engaging God's power to defend us, 
and faith will bring us to heaven. The 
exercise of every grace depends on faith, 
and thus through faith, we may hope to 
endure to the end and be saved. 

" The same shall be saved." Upon this 
blessed consummation of the perseverance of 
the saints, I need not now say much. When 
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the end of our earthly existence shall come, 
then shall come the commencement of 
eternal life, and then will the Christian 
who has endured unto the end, enter upon 
his everlasting inheritance, incorruptible 
and undefiled. He will need no more his 
earthly temple and hig earthly habitation ; 
the confusions and distractions, the temp- 
tations and persecutions of this world, will 
all have passed away. All that he may 
have lost that he might win Christ, will 
then be abundantly recompensed ; and will 
be counted as nothing and less than nothing 
in comparison of that glorious salvation to 
which he hath attained. With such pros- 
pects before us, what shall turn our steps 
from the narrow path that leadeth unto 
life; or what shall separate us from the 
love of God through Christ Jesus our Lord ? 
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CoLOss. ii. 10. 
And ye are complete in him. 
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In the apostolic age, as in all that have 
succeeded it, there were many false 
teachers who corrupted the simplicity of 
the gospel. False philosophy, vain spe- 
culations, pagan superstitions, human tra- 
ditions, were by turns mingled with chris- 
tian truth and sullied its purity. Many 
Jewish converts clung to remnants of the 
Mosaic ritual ; many heathen ones to some 
of their former idolatry, and, instead of re- 
ceiving the truth as it had been revealed, 
introduced into it their own false notions; 
Christianity has, indeed, never recovered 
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the fetal influence of these early corrup- 
tions; and in subsequent ages they in- 
creased and grew to so great a height, as 
to obscure and debase it almost to the 
level of heathenism. But they did not 
arise unrebuked. The epistles abound with 
warnings and exhortations to beware of 
such errors : the text forms a part of one 
of these passages. St. Paul thus addresses 
ttie Colossians : " And this I say, lest any 
, man should beguile you with enticing 

words. For though I be absent in the 
flesh, yet I am with you in the spirit, joy- 
ing and beholding your order and the sted- 
fastness of your feith in Christ. As ye, 
therefore, have received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk ye in him ; rooted and built 
up in him, and established in the faith, as 
ye have been taught, abounding therein 
with thanksgiving. Beware lest any man 
spoil you through philosophy and vain de- 
ceit, after the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world and not after 
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Christ." And then he gives them the rea- 
son Mrhy they should prefer Christ and 
Christ alone, to these fancies and imagma- 
tions of men. ^^ For in him dwelleth all 
the fulness of the Godhead bodily.'* They 
had in Christ all the fulness of the Deity 
himself; one who possessed all the divine 
perfections^ and who would display them 
all for their benefit. Christ was the sub- 
stance of all the shadows of the ceremo- 
nial law, and the repository of all spiritual 
and temporal blessings. Under the Mo« 
saic dispensation the presence of God dwelt 
in the Shechinah, in the bright cloud which 
covered the mercy seat ; but at the com- 
ing of our Saviour, it dwelt in his person. 
This divine nature qualified him for his 
mediatorial work ; and thus believers, by 
their mystical union with him, are com- 
plete in him. They need no more than 
Christ to render them perfect in holiness 
and in happiness. ^' He is made unto them 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and 
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redemption," We will endeavour to di- 
rect your attention to this great truth by 
a few considerations. 

We are complete in Christ with regard 
to the religion he has taught us, for this 
religion is suiKcient for every thing that 
may conduce to our well being, either in 
this life, or that which is to come. It 
gives us information upon all points which 
are needful for us to know, and guides us 
to all that are incumbent upon us to do. 
Its precepts are so perfect that if they 
were imiversally acted upon, this world 
would not be less than paradise. The an- 
cient philosophers of Greece and Rome 
were but little the better few all their dis- 
quisitions : their ethics were imperfect, and 
they could only speculate about eternity. 
They left behind them a vicious and ab- 
surd mythology, which, though some of 
them affected to despise, yet it perhaps, 
upon the whole, contained as much truth 
as their own theories and researches. After 
all their attainments, they knew but very 



108 SERMON IX. 

little, and that little could scarcely be 
be said to conduce either to their comfort 
or their moral excellence. We might say 
the same of the so-called philosophers of 
later days. There is no school like the 
school of Christ ; in every other, at best, 
pains and labour and patient toil are sus- 
tained to obtain knowledge, which does not 
add to the happiness of the possessor ; nay, 
sometimes all such knowledge does but fill 

• 

the mind with vague doubts and lead to 
hopeless inquiries, which produce pain and 
restlessness instead of satisfaction. Not 
so the real Christian ; christian knowledge 
is essentiaUy practical and consolatory. It 
does not waste itself upon resolving cu- 
rious questions or mere subtilties, but it 
consists in that which man. is most con- 
cerned to know. It shows him how he 
may escape from the wrath to come, and 
how he may obtain peace of conscience 
and eternal life. This alone is true wis- 
dom, and thus is Christ made unto u& 
wisdom. 
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But our completeness in Christ extends 
beyond the mere illumination of the mind ; 
it procures us acceptance before God, it 
enables man to be just before God. Though 
fallen and guilty, though sinners by nature, 
and sinners by actual transgression, it pro- 
cures pardon of our sins, and cancels the 
sentence of the law. As Adam was the 
representative of the old covenant, so is 
Christ of the new : and as in Adam all have 
sinned, so in Christ all are made alive. 
They who are united to Christ, with him 
partake of the blessings of that covenant 
of which he is the Mediator. However 
imperfect they may be in themselves, all 
who by faith become one with him, have 
his obedience imputed to them ; they join 
his banner and they share his victory. 
When he was on earth he fulfilled the law 
and he paid its penalty, and that not for 
himself individually, but for all those 
whom God had given him ; all, therefore, 
who fly to him, are justified through him, 
and stand before God as righteous as though 
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they had never sinned. Thus is Christ the 
Christian's righteousness. But this rela- 
tive holiness is not the whole. The Chris- 
tian still needs another righteousness, not 
to justify him, but to fit and prepare him 
to be an inhabitant of the paradise above. 
This, also, he obtains through Christ, for 
those whom he justifies them he likewise 
sanctifies. According to his parting pro- 
mise to his disciples, he sends his Holy 
Spirit, who sanctifies the sinner and gives 
him a new and holy nature. His heart of 
stone is changed into a heart of flesh ; he 
has new views, new desires, new hopes ; 
old things pass away and all things become 
new. He is enabled to forsake the flesh with 
all its lusts, and to love and fulfil the pre- 
cepts of the gospel. Hence he is personally 
as well as relatively holy; he is truly, in his 
disposition and character, of the number of 
the saints of God, of them who are redeemed 
by the blood of the Lamb, and who follow 
him whithersoever he goeth. And remem- 
ber, brethren, that if you are thus one 
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with Christy you have an interest in all the 
blessings of the new covenant, and these 
are truly above all that we can either de- 
sire or deserve. Christ conquered death 
and the grave, and led captivity captive, 
and was the head of all principality and 
power ; believers are partakers of all the 
fruits of his victory, and all the glory of 
his exaltation. Christ possesses all that can 
be called riches ; and the servant of God 
likewise possesses all things ; for accord- 
ing to the words of the apostle, all things 
are yours, whether the world or life or 
death, or things present or things to come, 
all are yours, and you are Christ's. More- 
over, Christ is enjoying fiill and perfect 
happiness ; he is for ever blessed, and has 
sat down at the right hand of the Father ; 
and this is the portion of his redeemed 
ones, and it is bestowed on them partly 
even in this world, and fully and everlast- 
ingly in heaven. Here on earth they have 
the sweet peace of God that passeth all 
understanding, and many a bright prospect 
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of the glory hereafter to be revealed ; and 
soon they will enter upon that glory itself 
and joy ineflable for ever and ever. 

Such, brethren, are the blessed truths 
implied in the words of our text; and 
thus, and in no lower sense, are we com- 
plete in Clirist, our Redeemer and our Head. 
But, observe, this doctrine of divine grace 
must not he perverted. It must be con- 
stantly borne in mind that every believer 
who relies upon Jesus Christ for justifica- 
tion, and upon him alone, is not only a 
justified but a sanctified person. The 
Spirit of God dwells in him, and the man 
being under the direction and influence of 
that Spirit, does the works of the Spirit. 
It is impossible for any man to have faith 
in Christ, and yet to fulfil the lusts of the 
flesh, and walk according to the course of this 
world. The only true faith is the faith 
which worketh by love; a bare assent to 
the truths of the gospel, is no more than 
the faith of the devils who believe and 
tremble. No man who lives in any wilful 
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sin, can be one of those we have attempted 
to describe. For consider what faith is; 
that is, a justifying and saving faith. Faith 
is that conviction of the mind which is so 
strong and so clear that it is able to affect 
the. heart. It is a persuasion that Christ is 
the Messiah, and that he has offered to us 
the blessings promised in the gospel ; and 
this persuasion, when it is genuine, will en- 
gage us to fix our dependence on him, to 
follow, him in all the ways of holy obe- 
dience, and to rely solely on his grace for 
everlasting life. Faith is, strictly speak- 
ing, an act of the understanding ; and it 
will govern our lives because our reason is 
the governing principle of our natures. 
The evidence of its existence is, therefore, 
the effects it produces ; so that, foi- any 
one to say that he trusts in Christ, while 
his conduct is in opposition to Christ's 
commands, is no more than • a delusion. 
Where there is faith there must be love, 
and where there is love there will be obe- 
dience.^ St. James has most truly said, that; 
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faith without works is dead, and the fruit 
of faith in the gospel is holiness of heart 
and life. 

While our text thus enforces holiness, 
it also teaches us that since the true dis- 
ciples of their Lord are complete in him, 
they must beware of being drawn aside 
from a ftill and simple dependence upon 
him. While they strive to fulfil the law, 
they must place none of their hope upon 
their obedience to it. There is> in too 
many of the best among us, a disposition to 
self-righteousness. But self-righteousness 
robs Christ of his honour. He is to have 
all the merit of our salvation, and there- 
fore we are to be found in him, not having 
our own righteousness which is of the law, 
but that which is through the faith of 
Christ. Be assured that any other de- 
pendence is equally vain and unscriptural. 
God has promised to save us by his mercy ; 
it is a fatal folly to expect that we can be 
saved by the law. Who that understands 
the spirituality of the law, can say that he 
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has obeyed the law ? And whoever will be 
saved by the law, must keep it wholly and 
perfectly; if he offends but in one point 
he is guilty of alL The law is as certainly 
broken by the smallest, as by the greatest 
deviation. How then can you for one mo- 
ment expect to stand guiltless at the day 
of judgment ? and how vain is it for you 
to think that God will accept you for the 
sake of your imperfect, wavering, halting 
obedience ! Why will you delude your- 
selves with imagining that your very best 
services, or sufferings, can entitle you to 
the favour of him who is just and holy ? 
Believe me, all such hopes arise only from 
a fatal ignorance both of him and of your- 
selves. I beseech you, renounce them all, 
and bless and praise him that he hath 
offered to you another way of salvation. 
Be complete in Christ Jesus. Feel your 
need of him and fly to him. Confess that 
you are miserable sinners; that you can 
of yourselves do nothing that is good, not 
even think a good thought, and that you 
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trust only in the infinite mercy of God. 
Make that use only of th6 law for which 
it is designed under the gospel. St. Paul 
speaks of the law as a schoolmaster to bring 
us to Christ, that we may be justified by 
faith. The law shows us our lost condi- 
tion. Let us, therefore, take it not as 
either in whole or in part, a mode of justi- 
fication, but as a rule of life J and as a rule 
of life it is incumbent upon us for our ob- 
servance. But remember, after all you 
have done, you must still say, that you are 
unprofitable servants. You must plead 
your interest in Christ, and Christ must be 
all in all. 
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Psalm xtly, 7. 

" Remember not the sins of my jouth nor my trans* 
gressions^ according to thy mercy remember thou 
me, for thy goodness sake, O Lord. 

We read in the word of God, that it is 
appointed unto men once to die, and after 
that the judgment. Whoever seriously 
thinks upon subjects so solemn, may well 
tremble ; and even he who has a good hope 
through grace that his sins are pardoned, 
cannot think upon death and judgment 
without feelings of awe. For it is then, 
that all sin which is remembered by God, 
all sin which is not blotted out by the blood 
of our Lord Jesus, will be brought to 
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trial ; and when divine justice is the ac- 
cusel*, who that is accused shall stand ? 

Thus we may imagine did the holy 
psalmist feel when he uttered the prayer in 
our text. He knew that if God were ex- 
treme to mark his iniquity, he could not 
stand, no, not if it were those sins only which 
had been committed in the time of youth, 
a time which persons who think too lightly 
of sin, are apt to call a time of thought- 
lessness and inconsideration, to which much 
is to be excused and much indulgence ex- 
tended. Sometimes, indeed, we may hear 
the sins of the young spoken of in such 
mild terms, that it might almost be sup- 
posed that they were scarcely sins at all. 
But such language is much to be depre- 
cated, for, however maturity of years may 
be an aggravation of guilt, still sin is an 
evil and bitter thing, and a transgression 
of the divine law, by whomsoever it may 
be committed. God himself regards it in 
this light, and his word gives many in- 
stances of the punishment he has inflicted 

7 
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upon the young as well as the old. If 
the holy scriptures, however, contained no 
more on the subject than the passage 
which is our text, it would be suflScient to 
teach us. God remembers the sins of 
youth no less than all other transgressions. 
David did not look upon them as mere 
venial errors, but regarded them with grief 
and sorrow. His language is earnest, and 
deeply expressive of anxiety that his prayer 
should be heard and answered; and at 
the same time shows the distress of mind 
with which the retrospect of his earlier 
years inspired him. 

Our own observations too, wiU tend 
to show that such a view is the right one. 
Every day we cannot but see some proof 
* that God " remembers " the sins of youth 
even in in this world. He has willed that 
the manner in which youth is spent, has 
generally an effect on the rest of our lives- 
Thus an intemperate youth usually pro^ 
duces debility, extravagance, poverty; a 
neglect of good opportunities and a disre- 
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gard of wise counsel, many evils which 
otherwise would not have happened and 
which cannot be repaired. Even if a man 
should afterwards turn from the error of 
his ways, an indulgence of sin in youth 
often occasions a perversion and impurity 
of mind through the rest of life, which is a 
sad annoyance and torment to a heart that 
has been renewed by the grace of God ; 
and if a man should continue unconverted, 
like a guard it retains possession of its gar- 
rison. In these and many other ways we 
see the divine punishment of sin in this 
life ; in the next, we cannot doubt it, un- 
less we can believe all revelation to be a 
fable. 

But while we thus speak, let us remem- 
ber that the words before us are the words 
of David, and that they refer to his own 
youth, and that his was not a vicious or ill- 
spent youth. David had feared God from 
his earliest years. We read of his faith 
when he slew Goliath, and he was then 
so young that Saul was fearful of his 
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encountering the Philistine and the Phi- 
listine despised him because he was but 
a shepherd*s boy. His whole life, to the 
day when he ascended the throne of Is- 
rael, was a holy life; nevertheless, this 
exemplary man was conscious of having 
been guilty of many transgressions : even 
a youth spent as piously as David's is not 
without sin. Indeed the more the mind 
is illuminated by the Spirit of God, the more 
conscious will it become of the existence 
of sin. But let us individually review this 
period of our own lives, and whether young 
or old, let us examine how great reason 
we all have to adopt David's prayer. 

I will suppose that we may be in some 
measure treading in his steps. I will sup- 
pose that our youth is, or has been upon 
the whole, according to human judgment, 
and even, perhaps, according to the testi- 
mony of our own consciences, well spent ; 
still, notwithstanding, there are points upon 
which we do not feel fully satisfied. Let 
me suggest only one or two. We will 
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take the most obvious of the duties <rf 
youth ; duty to parents. What has he&i 
our conduct to our parents, or to those 
who haye stood to us m the phoe of par 
rents? It is true, you have not rebeDed 
against their authority, you have not ridi- 
culed their opinions, you have not brought 
disgrace on their name, by any offisnoe 
upon which the world will frown, yet^ can 
you look back without some misgiyings 
upon many lesser acts of unkindness; — 
upon times when you have followed your 
own wishes rather than theirs, when you 
haye not appreciated their aflfection or 
their efforts for your welfare, when you 
have neglected their comfort, when you 
have been inconsiderate towards their in*^ 
firmities, when you haye not done all you 
might have done to make them happy ? 
It is too much to hope that any heart that 
hears such qumes, can reply to them with-* 
out a sigh; and more especially if the 
parent or the watchfiil friend have passed 
from this world, so that repentance and 
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atbempts to repair what has been amiss, are 
alike unavailing. Who has not felt many 
a pa&g when he has remembered these 
" sins of his youth ? *' 

Again ; think of yonr conduct to your 
brothers, or sisters, or companions. You 
have not to chaise yourself with having 
deliberately injured their interests or cor?* 
rupted their prineiplea ; but are you sure 
that your influence has been always of a 
right kind, has it never been misused, 
has it never been the occasion of temp- 
tation or transgression? Have you never 
been guilty of unkind rivalry or harsh 
judgment ; has your temper never been 
annopng ; have yoa never envied their 
superiority or triumphed in your own? 
Have you never acted towards them vrith 
any feeling of pride or resentment ? Have 
they seen nothing in you like vanity^ deceit^ 
or falsehood? Search carefully: whether 
there have been no such sins in your youth. 

Search, however, yet more careftilly with 
regard to your duty to God. You have« 
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perhaps, been piously educated, you have 
been restrained from vice and profanity, 
you have continued to frequent the house 
of God, and to join the services of his sanc- 
tuary : nay, more, you have truly desired 
to serve bim, you have offered many fer- 
vent prayers, you bave made many sincere 
and solemn vows to dedicate yourself to 
his service and live to bis glory ; and yet 
alas ! — T do not ask you if it be so, for I 
know too well the deceitfiilness of the 
human heart to doubt the fact, — I know 
that you have frequently turned aside from 
the narrow patb; I know that you have 
sometimes thought the service of God a 
bard service ; tbat you bave sometimes 
been allured with the vanities of the world, 
and have sometimes longed to transgress ; 
nay, bave sometimes actually transgressed 
his commandments ; you have sometimes 
been ashamed of your christian profession, 
and bave failed to act up to your convic- 
tions. You are aware of numberless short- 
comings, so true is it, tbat even such as 
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like Timothy, have served the Lord from 
their tender years, yet cannot look back 
without many humbling reflections upon 
the sins of their youth. They see failings, 
upon which when they think, they wonder 
at the patience and forbearance of God, 
and are fiiUy sensible of their need of 
mercy. 

If these, however, are humbled with a 
sense of sin, what can we say of the un- 
godly, whose lives have been but a con- 
tinued course of sin ; whose youth has been 
vanity and folly, or perhaps even profligacy 
and crime ? There are but too many who 
spend the flower of their age in following 
the solicitations of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil. If there be any such among 
us, I must needs say to them, that the sins 
of- which they think lightly, — the ' sins 
which perhaps they have forgotten, — how- 
ever they may have escaped your own 
memory or even the memory of your 
friends, are yet remembered by God. At 
the day of judgment every unjustified sin- 
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ner will see them in fearful array agsdofst 
him. Would that 1 could rouse such an 
one fixon his state of apathy, and lead him, 
Mke Davids from a contrite heart to pray 
that his sin may be blotted otit. The 
prayer is adapted to all, but it is for him 
more especially, and the plea on which 
it is urged, he must feel and know to be 
the tmly one on Vhich be can. dare to hope. 

And what is this plea ? ^^ Accogrdifig to 
thy mercy, for thy goodness' sake^ O Lord." 
Not for the 'Sake of n^erit in the very best 
among us, but only for the tender mercy 
of <3t>d through , Jesus Christ our Lord. 
It k of the divine Redness only that we 
are yet in. the land of the living and on 
praying ground, and that the throne of 
grace is yet open to us, so that we may 
leceive pardon» not only for the sins of otir 
youth, but for those of our whole life. 

Andif, indeed, the sins of our youth thus 
come up befi»re God^ how much more nrast 
those of our riper years ! It is si^osed 
that some such feeling suggested the prayer 
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in tfae case of David, and that dome recent 
and deeply lamented transgression caused 
him to look back upon his life, and la- 
ment the stains of even its brightest por- 
tion. But blessed be God, his mercy is 
boundless, and he csin pardon all sin, how- 
ever repeated and htfwever aggravated. But 
remember that our prayer for pai;don, must 
be a prayer of feith and repentance, of 
faith in his mercy through Christ, and of a 
penitent, humble, and contrite heart. ** To 
this man will t look," — and the promise is 
to him alone,' — *" To him that is poor and of 
a contrite heart and that trembleth at my 
word." And we must at the sailie time 
resolve, in dependence upon divine gmce, 
to forsake bur sins ; so that with our prayer 
that he will forgive us all that is past, he 
would also grant that we may serve him 
hei*eafter in newness of life, to the honour 
and glory of his holy name. Where there 
is true sorrow for sin there will also be such 
desires as these, — desire to live for the 
time to come in the service of that gracious 
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and forgiving God who of his mercy and 
goodness has forgiven our sins. 

In conclusion, I would say to all that 
hear these words, " Redeem the time." 
Let the time past suffice to have lived to 
the world, henceforth he watchful and care- 
ful that you live only to God. And to 
those who are still young, I would say. 
If you wish to spare your gray hairs, re- 
morse and sorrow, if you would not lay up 
sighs and tears for your riper year^, re- 
member your Creator now, in the days of 
your youth. It is true that many people 
die without praying as David did in the 
text, but if they do so, it is because they 
have been hardened, and perish in their 
sins. Yet know this, that if ever you 
should be brought to repentance and faith 
in Christ, should the Saviour you have 
slighted look upon you as he did upon 
Peter, the remembrance of your youthful 
sins will occasion you much sorrow, and 
you will cry in bitterness of spirit, " Re- 
member not the sins of my youth." Be- 
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lieve me ; no, not me ; believe God, believe 
him who made you, him who preserves 
you, him who died for you, and may he im- 
press his own words upon your youthful 
heart, "Seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, and all things else 
shall be added unto you." 
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Romans irii* 18. 

*' For I know that in me, that is in my flesh, dwel- 

leth no good thing/' 

The human mind is capable of great 
attainments, and the amount of knowledge 
possessed bj some persons, is very sur- 
prising. Yet, perhaps still more surprising 
is the ignorance which may be found upon 
one point, both among the learned and 
the unlearned. This is the ignorance of 
themselves ; a point upon which of all 
others, knowledge is most requisite. 
Without such knowledge, it is impossible 
to be happy, either in this world or in 
the next. Such knowledge, indeed, it 
must be a Christian's first business to 
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obtain. St Paul had po^essed himself 
of it ; and the result of his acquaintence 
with his own heart, he gives us in the 
words of our text> " I know that in me, 
that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good 
thing." If wG have not ourselves learned 
this great lesson, we are ignorant of the 
first principles of the gospel. Let us then 
adopt the means bj which it must be ac- 
quired. Our own mental powers will not 
suffice. St. Fatil had been taught by that 
great Teacher, the Holy Spirit of God, 
and by his instruction alone, csoi we also 
be brought to see the real state of our 
hearts. That heavenly Being uses means 
and Messes them, but the whole Work is 
his. He must both endue the learner 
with the ability to learn, and set before 
him divine trtith. And may he assist us 
while we meditate on the words of the 
text! 

The great truth which it contains is 
this : that human nature is entirely sinful, 
so entirely, that what we are sometimes 
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diftposed to call our good works, have, ac- 
cording to the words of the Article of the 
church, " the nature of sin — for that they 
are not done as God hath willed and com- 
manded them to be done." And, ^* this in- 
fection of nature," as is said by another arti- 
cle, " doth remain, yea, in them that are 
regenerated." 

Notwithstanding this sinfiilness of our 
nature, it is, however, true that man, as 
the workmanship of God, is good. Adam 
in paradise was, both in body and soul, 
worthy of the divine Creator; and man is 
still a noble fabric, though, by the fall, he 
has been stripped of his original righteous- 
ness, and is utterly incapable, by his best 
endeavours, of doing anything, that can in 
any way merit his salvation. By the term 
" flesh," we are to understand that the 
apostle speaks of our fallen nature in 
general ; not merely of the body, but also 
of the carnal or unconverted mind ; and 
of what, even in a holy man, yet remains 
sinful. " The flesh" and " the spirit" are 
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put in opposition to each other; as in 
the words ^^ the flesh iusteth against the 
spirit," by which is expressed, their contra- 
riety to each other. We see, therefore, 
that whatever in man is evil, in mind as 
well as in body, is signified under the 
term ** flesh ;*' but that what is in man, as 
renewed man, the work of the Holy 
Ghost, is denominated spirit. It is thus 
that St. John says in the 1st epistle, ii. .16, 
that all that is in the world, is either the 
" lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, or the 
pride of life." Again it is said in Ephes. 
ii. 3, « Fulfilling the will of the flesh and 
of the mind." In Galatians v. 19, we 
read of mental as well as bodily sins 
coming under the class of sins of the flesh, 
" Now the works of the flesh are these— 
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasci- 
viousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
variance, emulations, wrath, strifes, sedi- 
tions, heresies, envyings, murders, . drun- 
kenness, revellings, and such like." Hence 
we see that to be " in the flesh," is to be 



134 sE:aMON xi. 

in a state unconverted by God's Holy 
Spirit, and therefore in a state of condem- 
nation. By the grace of God, those who 
are true believers in Christ are brought 
into a happier (Condition; yet though in 
them there is a principle of the spirit 
working, which will eventually triumph, 
still there st^ the reihains of the flesh. 
When St. Paul said, " I know that in me, 
that is in my fledh, dwell^th no good 
thing,*' he referred hot only to that state 
in which he was, before he was renewed 
by the Holy Ghost, but to those remains 
6f yet unsubdued sin which still harassed 
and distressed him. The work of sancti- 
fication i^ not completed at oncid, but pro- 
gressive. We are told of no exception, 
except perhaps the thief on the cross. In 
the case of the apostles themselves, it was 
progreissive. In the earlier pkrt of their 
history, they were miic^h less advanced in 
holiness, than at another and later. There 
could be no doubt of their sincerity. When 
they first became foUowers of our Lord, 
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but they ^ere much superiol: when they 
wrote their epistles, and laid down their 
lives for his sake. But even then there 
were some remains of indwelling corrup- 
tion ; St. John himself declares, *^ If we 
say that we haye no sin we deceive our^- 
selves.'* On this side the gtave, the con- 
test will never end. Even after the Is^ 
raelites had conquered Canaan, the Fhilis^ 
tine was still in the land ; the hostile race 
was not wholly exterminated, and wars 
and rebellions still rexed them from time 
to time. Like this, too, is the experience 
of every Christian. Though the happy 
subject of the renewing grace of the Holy 
Spirit, he has still a body of sin cleaving 
to him, the seeds of evil still lie iscattered 
within his heart and seem always i^ady 
to take k'oot ; the co)rruption of his nattire, 
like the sea which has been kept out by 
bonks abd tnounds, still tries to regain 
possession of its former domain, and in 
spite of every effort, will sometimes make 
inroads on the land which it once covered. 
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The grace of God, however, makes him to 
differ from his former self, and from all in 
whom the flesh rules and reigns. It may 
be indeed, that sometimes he almost 
doubts whether the good work be really 
begun, so great are the temptations, so 
many the infirmities, nay, so many the 
transgressions of which he is conscious. 
But he strives by prayer and self-examina- 
tion to ascertain his true state; and 
through divine grace, the Spirit witnesseth 
with his spirit, and he trusts that he may 
humbly hope that he shall be found among 
the children of God. 

Brethren, this is a point which we also 
must ascertain, each one for himself. We 
must not deceive ourselves, but we must 
search and see whether we are serving the 
flesh or the spirit. A few considerations 
may assist us to decide. 

If any of us have reason to fear that 
we are yet unconverted, yet under the old 
and evil principle, let us look at the tenor 
of our lives. Do we live after the flesh ? 



SERMON XI. 137 

If we are conscious that our life is in any 
respect vicious, there is of course no 
room for doubt, we cannot be living after 
the Spirit. But if our conduct is out- 
wardly correct, let us put a further in- 
quiry. About what is our chief anxiety, 
God or the world ? What is our study ? 
Is our study, our labour, all for this world ? 
We may put the same query even respect- 
ing our religion; is our religion really a 
religion which has God for its object, or 
is it a religion to obtain profit or credit 
in the world, or to satisfy conscience? 
Men must have some kind of religion. 
There may have been a few infidels, but 
they have been but few : and it is possible 
to profess religion and yet serve the flesh. 
The flesh will allow your attendance upon 
services, will permit you to join in expres- 
sions of prayer and praise, and even to 
have some natural feelings of the mind 
excited, so that it may the more securely 
possess the heart. Such a course is even 
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the more fatal because it tends to satisfy 
and lull the sinner. The scripture tells 
us that a wicked man may offer a sacrifice, 
though it tells us likewise that such a 
sacrifice is an abomination. But be not 
deceived by such a religioli as this ; ii^ 
notwithstanding your professioti, your 
gtesA object is what shall we eat and what 
shall we drink and wherewithal shall we 
be clothed, be assured that you have not 
yet begun that contest between the flesh 
atid the spirit, in which you must both 
fight and conquer, if you will be a child of 
God. 

If, however, through the mercy of God 
you have been enabled to see how worth- 
less is your own righteousness, if you are 
convinced that in your present condition, 
you cannot be saved, and if you are led 
seriously and earnestly to strive against 
sin and seek for pardon, I would say that 
there is great reason to hope that the 
Holy Spirit is beginning a new work in 
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ydu ; and that if you will bat follow the 
teaching of that divine guide you will «ee 
a way to escape the wrath to come» to 
conquer fully yotir evil nature, and to be 
truly blessed. Let me then counsel you 
to confess to God your sad condition both 
by nature and practice ; deplore it before 
him ; say, ** Lord, in me dwelleth no good 
thing." Endeavour to obtain clear views 
of redemption through Christ. You will 
find it was to save those who cannot save 
themselves, and who desire to be saved 
through him. Pray constantly and earn- 
estly that you may receive the benefit of 
Christ's death and righteousness ; and that 
you may indeed believe on him and be 
saved. 

To you, brethren, who have been long 
bewailing the remains of a corrupt nature, 
and have long been struggling against the 
flesh, I would say, ** Go on to fight the 
good fight of faith." Remember for your 
comfort, that God who is omniscient knows 
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you lament your infirmities. He witnesses 
your conflict, and he will not reproach 
you, even though you may be sometimes 
overcome ; he sees your tears, he hears 
your repentance. He is angry with those 
only, who willingly continue in sin. If 
you truly hate it ; if you can truly say, as 
did the apostle Paul, *' The good that I 
would I do riot, and the evil that I would 
not, that I do ;" you may still further say 
with him, "It is no more I that do it, but 
sin that dwelleth in me." Think, too, that 
sin shall at last be conquered. The strug- 
gle will, indeed, soon be over. The flesh 
shall not always tempt and vex you. By 
little and little it shall be overcome. Per- 
haps God may permit this enemy a little 
longer to trouble you, that you may not 
fall into spiritual pride, and that you may 
learn to depend continually upon his 
grace. And this grace will be always 
sufficient for you, so long as you sojourn 
^pon earth. In heaven.no contest will 
disturb you. You will be perfectly re- 
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newed in the spirit of your mind, and your 
body will be a glorified body, and soul and 
body will be alike, completely holy and 
happy. 
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Matt. xiii. 9. 
" Who hath ears to hear let him hear." 

These words were addressed by our 
Lord to those who had been present while 
he delivered the parable of the Sower. 
They imi.ly that he desired to impress 
them with a sense of the importance of 
what he had been saying ; and also, that 
it is possible for men to hear the most 
momentous truths and yet remain totally 
unaffected by them. To the same pur- 
port are those words of the prophet Eze- 
kiel which he quotes in the 14th verse of 
the same chapter : ** By hearing ye shall 
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hear and shall not understand ; and seeing 
ye shall see and shall not perceive ; for 
this people's heart is waxed gro0% and 
their ears are dull of hearing, and their 
eyes have they closed, lest at any time 
they should see with their eyes and hear 
with their ears, and should understand 
with their hearts, and I should heal them." 
May God forbid that these words should 
ever apply to any one among ourselves. 
May he grant that it may be said with 
reference to us, " Blessed are your eyes^ 
for they see and your eara for they hear ;" 
and may it be our constant prayer that he 
would give us the hearing ear and the un* 
derstanding heart. With such a prayer 
I would direct your attention to the para^ 
ble to the close of which the words of our 
text are attached. 

The parable is one which our Lord has 
himself explained, and which for this rea- 
son is the more easy of comprehension to 
us. He tells us that a " sower went forth 
to sow.'' This relates to himself prima* 
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lily ; and in a subordinate sense, to all his 
faithful ministers, or indeed, to every one 
who by any means spreads the knowledge 
of the gospel. Wherever there is a copy 
of the holy scriptures there is some of the 
seed of true religion, and so also wherever 
the name of Christ is named, or any of his 
doctrines truly and faithfully proclaimed. 
The ground in which the seed is sown is 
the hearts of men. The hearts of different 
persons receive the seed in a different 
manner ; or rather we may say, the seed 
sown on different hearts springs up diffe- 
rently, for indeed upon some hearts it does 
but fall, it does not sink into them, so 
that they can hardly be said to receive 
it. 

The parable speaks of four descriptions 
of ground upon which the seed that was 
scattered fell; in other words, of four 
classes of persons, to whom the gospel of 
truth is preached. In three of these cases 
the seed fails to produce fruit, and the 
causes of the failure are declared. The 
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fourth brings forth a good and abundant 
harvest. Let us consider each of them 
in connexion with our Lord's explanation, 
which he has graciously left recorded for 
the instruction of every humble seeker of 
divine truth. 

We have first an account of the seed 
that fell by the wayside. A sower some- 
times accidentally lets seed fall upon 
ground that hWnot been ploughed up, and 
that doesnot consequently ^me under the 
harrow, such as a path through the field, 
or a road adjacent to it. This seed is 
seen by the birds and by them devoured. 
Our Lord explains this in the 19th verse, 
'* When any one heareth the word of the 
kingdom and understandeth it not, then * 
Cometh the wicked one, and catcheth 
away that which was sown in his heart." 
We have here a class of hearers who hear 
the word of God ; and we may even go so 
far as to suppose they are not backward 
in attending the means of grace. Yet 
they understand not. How are we to ac- 

H 



148 SERMON XII. 

but who are at the same time inconsiderate 
and light-minded. The proper eflfect of 
the truths of Christianity is to make men 
thoughtful. The grand summary of chris- 
tian doctrine " is repentance toward God 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ." Re- 
pentance implies sorrow and reflection. 
The gospel will show a man that his life 
has been such as to deserve the wrath of 
God ; that he is by nature vile, and his 
heart deceitful and desperately wicked. 
He mourns on account of this. He sows 
in tearid ; he weeps for sin and he prays 
for mercy. When our Lord says, " Blessed 
9Te they that mourn," we may conceive 
that such mourning as this is blessed. 
Not the mourning of despair, but the 
mourning of a penitent. But the stony 
ground hearer begins first to rejoice. He 
is pleased with the beauty of the christian 
scheme, and his imagination is captivated 
with the brightness and glory of its pros- 
pects ; but he has no deep and abiding 
conviction of his own need of such a sal- 
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vation ; he has hastily and perhaps eagerly 
embraced a religion which had so much 
to invite, but his mind has not been well 
exercised upon the subject, and his prin- 
ciples are unfixeid and unstable. We can 
easily imagine that such a profession of re- 
ligion will not be lasting. However fair 
may be the promise, the shallowness of 
the soil is soon discovered. Something 
arises to put the new made Christian to 
the test. He meets perhaps with want of 
sympathy, perhaps with ridicule and deri- 
sion ; perhaps some consideration of inte- 
rest, perhaps some desired gratification 
will not consist with his new notions. 
Perhaps they will entail on him some posi- 
tive suffering. He cannot stand the trial. 
He is willing to have the prize but not 
the cross. The real Christian has counted 
the cost, and by the help of divine grace 
is willing to lose the world if he may but 
gain Christ. The promises of a blessed 
immortality and of the favour and protec- 
tion of his heavenly Master, are the 
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great objects of his hope ; and so that be 
may but obtain them he welcomes things 
painful as well as pleasant. Nay, his faith 
gains vigour from the difficulties he en- 
counters. The same trials which drive 
some to ruin and apostacy, work for others 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. The same sun which scorches and 
withers the slender blade on the rock 
ripens and cherishes the tree that is firmly 
rooted in a generous soil. 

We next read of the "«e^d that fell 
among thorns, and the thorns sprang up 
and choked it." In the explanation given 
by our Lord he says, " He also that re- 
ceived seed among the thorns is he that 
heareth the word, and the cares of this 
world and the deceitfulness of riches 
choke the word, and it beconieth un- 
fruitful." These hearers go farther than 
the others ; they do not cast off their reli- 
gious profession ; . but if they are not de- 
stroyed by persecution, they are by pros- 
perity. They feel the importance of reli- 
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gion, arid desire to live a holy life, biit the 
cares and business and anxieties of the 
world, fill their minds and direct their at- 
tention. Some men are destroyed by 
riches, some by the desire of riches, some 
by the pleasures which riches purchase. 
My brethren, let our anxiety be, aiid let 
it be our prevailing desire to possess the 
one thing needful, an interest in a once 
crucified but now glorified Redeemer; 
having this, we possess aU things. 

The pa;rable closes with the seed that 
fell upon good ground ; this brought forth 
fruit some an hundred fold, some sixty, 
some thirty. Arid such, says our Lord, 
are they that hear the word and under- 
stand it, and bring forth the fruits of 
righteousness. The word of God does not 
merely fall upon their ear, but it enters 
into their hearts. They meditate much 
upon what they hear, and they listen not 
merely to be pleased but to be profited, 
aiid the Holy Spirit adds his blessing. 
They had before produced weeds only ; 
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their best actions, what the world calls 
good works, were, in the words of scrip- 
ture, but filthy rags. But now they bear 
the fruits of the Spirit, they are full of 
zeal for the glory of God, and of love for 
man. A}\ are, indeed, not equally fruit- 
fill ; all are not Pauls ; all are not apostles 
or prophets ; there are various degrees of 
holiness and of usefulness, but God, of his 
mercy, graciously accepts every man ac- 
cording to that which he hatji, and not 
according to that he hath not ; He does 
not despise the day of small things. They, 
however, who are conscious of producing 
fruit only thirty fold, should strive, ac- 
cording to their means and opportunities, 
to bring forth a hundred fold ; and the 
Lord, seeing that we value his grace, will 
bestow upon us more grace. We must 
not rest satisfied with our present attain- 
ments, but still go forward, and abound 
more and more to the glory of God. 

In conclusion, I would press upon you 
the words of the text : He that hath ears 
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to hear let him hear. Remember that all 
your fruit unto holiness, under the divine 
blessing, depends upon the manner in 
which you hear the word. Is there, then, 
a question of more vital importance than 
this — ^how do you hear ? Are your ears 
dull of hearing ; do you hear lightly and 
carelessly, with wandering minds or pre- 
occupied hearts ? Must not some of us 
confess that we have long heard, but to no 
effect ; why is this ? You are conscious 
that as yet you have brought forth no 
fruit ; search, I beseech you, and examine 
well what is the cause. Perhaps once 
you felt the force of divine truth ; but 
now, and it may be for a long time, those 
feelings have subsided. Such a state is 
perilous; I beseech you, suffer it not to 
continue. If you have hitherto heard in 
vain, be determined this day to make 
religion your first business. You know 
not how much longer a probation God in 
his providence has ordained you. Death 
has your name upon his list; the very year 

•h5 
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the very hour ; your race may be almost 
run though you are not aware. If the 
least impression is made upon you, suffer it 
not to be effaced, but pray most earnestly 
that you may have ears to hear and hearts 
to understand. 

But you also, beloved, whom we trusty 
nay, whom we know to be fruitful in good 
works, let me ask you if you repent of 
having devoted yourselves, your souk and 
bodies to the service of the Lord ? Have 
you not delight in doing the. will of God? 
Is there not a pleasure in serving, aye, in 
suffering for God, if need be ? Are you 
not even now rewarded? Go on then; 
be more and more fruitful ; root out the 
weeds, pluck out the briars ; be trees in 
the garden of the Lord's kingdom on 
earth, and ere long he will transplant you 
into paradise, he will take you to heaven. 
And may he grant that all you who now 
hear the word of life, may be of that 
blessed number. 
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Job xiv. 14, 15. 

All the days of my appointed time will 1 wait 
till my change come. Thou shalt call and I will 
answer thee ; thou wilt have a desire to the work 
of thine hands." 



These words express the feelings of a 
devout mind with respect to that great 
event which awaits us all There is a 
temptation on either hand with regard to 
it ; the one, is to long impatiently for 
death when harassed and oppressed by 
the afflictions of the present life; the 
other, is to be dismayed at the prospect 
of its approach, and according to the ex-^ 
pression of scripture, through fear of 
death, to be all our life long subject to 
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bondage. Into the former of these temp- 
tations, Job seems in some measure to 
have fallen. In the verse preceding our 
text he exclaims, " that thou wouldst 
hide me in the grave !" But upon re- 
flection he appears to have perceived that 
impatience was wrong, and to have deter- 
mined patiently to await the summons of 
the Almighty, feeling assured, that the 
hour of his departure out of this life was 
ordained by God ; and that, however af- 
flictive his present condition might be, 
he should be regarded with kindness by 
his great Creator. In reflecting upon this 
subject, we may find some important 
truths, both for our instruction and con- 
solation. 

Let us remark the gentle language in 
which Job speaks of the state into which 
death transports a believer. He calls it **a 
change." And it is no more than a 
change, now that the Lord Jesus has con- 
quered death, and prepared a mansion for 
his , redeemed in the kingdom of , God. 
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Could they but more fiilly believe this, 
they would not look forward to death 
with so many fears ; but alas ! our souls 
cleave to the dust, and we are much more 
disposed to walk by sense, than by faith. 
Sin has, indeed, given death a sting, but 
the strength of sin is' the law, and be- 
lievers in Christ should remember that 
they are no longer condemned by the law, 
since he has perfectly fulfilled whatever 
the law requires. As, therefore, with re- 
gard to them, death has lost its power, it 
ought also to lose its terror. Death can- 
not harm them ; it is a change, a happy 
and a glorious change ; why should they 
fear ? They are united to Christ by that 
living faith, which worketh by love, and 
when they pass the narrow stream which 
divides them from the heavenly Canaan, 
they do but follow his steps. To those, 
indeed, who do not follow our Lord, who 
will not obey him, and who, rather than 
he should reign over them, continue the 
servants of sin, death is still what it was, 
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a dreadflil foe, and they will feel its sting. 
They are still subject to the law, and they 
have deserved and they most sufifer its 
condemnation. Brethren, I entreat yon, 
be persuaded to turn from sin, to repent 
and believe ; thus only can you have })eaee 
in life or hope in death. 

But in what does the change spoken of 
in the text, consist? The original word 
signifies " renewal,'* a betteif change. The 
fall of man in Paradise has blighted all 
that is terrestrial, and the course of the 
best and happiest life is chequered with 
sin and trouble. But the purity and the 
happiness of Paradise shall be restored, 
and even more than restored. . When the 
change has taken place, holiness will not 
only be the element in which the soul 
shall love to breathe, but the atmosphere 
shall not be infected with any obscuring 
vapour or unhealthy blast. All shall be 
serene and pure, suited to the enjoyment 
of a perfect soul, a soul washed in Jesus' 
blood. And at the resurrection, the body 
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shall be raised, and then will the Chris- 
tian's happiness be AiU and complete. 
For the body will be raised incorruptible; 
not subject to pain and sickness, nor AiU 
of those frailties and infirmities which 
render it a snare to the soul, but refined 
and purified, and fitted to be its compar 
nion in its immortality and bliss. Not, 
however, that the soul is not in the en- 
joyment of happiness so soon as it leaves 
the body. The "change" which then 
takes place, opens to it the source of all 
happiness, for it then beholds Christ. 
" This day," said our Lord to one of old, 
"shalt thou be with me in Paradise," that 
was on the day of the dying penitent's 
death. ^^ I desire to depart and to be with 
Christ which is far better;" were the 
words of the great apostle of the Gentiles. 
From both these declarations we may 
most unhesitatingly conclude that he who 
dies in the Lord shall be present with the 
Lord. " Absent from the body, present 
with the Lord." It is the presence of 

7 
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Christ which constitutes the happiness of 
heaven. It was delightfiil to the apostles 
to be with Christ upon earth ; they were 
willing to renounce all things else, and to 
follow him, when he was the despised Na- 
zarene and had not where to lay his head. 
Tbey found his words to be grace and 
truth and love, and his presence to be 
peace ; and when he intimated that he 
should leave them, sorrow filled their 
hearts, so happy were they in possessing 
his society. But what would be their tes- 
timony could we hear it now ? Centuries 
have rolled on since they have been per- 
mitted to behold him and to be near him 
in glory, and the more they see and know 
his perfections, the more do they appre- 
ciate them, and the more they are filled 
with the joy they are calculated to impart. 
The honour, the privilege, the delight of 
being with Jesus, are felt the more deeply 
the longer they are enjoyed; and the 
blessed spirits around the throne, are not 
weary of ascribing to him that sitteth on 
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it, continual praises. Moreover, also, the 
redeemed of the Lord hold most pleasant 
converse vnth each other, and with all the 
principalities and powers that dwell in his 
infinite and everlasting kingdom ; they de- 
light to have both the power and the in- 
clination always to obey him ; they fly on 
his messages of grace and mercy, as those 
holy angels who are his ministering spirits. 
Such is a slight glance at that blissful 
change which awaits the people of God. 
We remark, further, that our text speaks 
of an appointed time at which it shall 
come. God in his wisdom has ordained 
the hour of every man's departure out of 
this life. This must, nevertheless, be taken 
in a qualified manner : for we dare not 
say,, that God has determined the hour 
which closes that man's life who has 
brought himself prematurely to the grave 
by intemperance or by self-destruction. 
God is not the author of evil, though in 
his providence he permits it. But it is 
the death of his servants that we have es- 
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peciallj in view. Christian friends, put 
awaj every fear, every anxiety about the 
time of your own decease, or about that 
of those nearest and dearest to you. God 
has appointed it : ^' My times are in thy 
hands," was the consoling assurance of the 
psalmist. And since God has appointed it, 
and since he has given his Son for you, be 
assured that in this, as in all else that con- 
cerns you, he has been influenced by love. 
Whenever the hour shall be, it shall be 
the best for your eternal interests. Whe- 
theip you live in this world many years or 
few years, you shall know that it has been 
kindly and wisely ordained. Moreover, 
the malice of evil spirits or wicked men 
cannot hasten your death : the enemies of 
our Lord could not crucify him until his 
hour was come. Not a hair of your heads 
shall fall to the ground without your Fa- 
ther's knowledge ; all is in his hands. And 
we shall soon understand the reason of his 
often acting in a manner that now appears 
to us to be mysterious. We sometimes 
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wonder why one Christian is taken away 
in the bloom of life, another when begin- 
ning to be most nseful, another when ma- 
tured by experience, and rendered a com- 
fort to many members of the church of 
God. One departs in the midst of health 
and vigour, another is allowed to live very 
long in the midst of infirmities.- All these 
things sometimes p^lex and distress us ; 
but the appointed time is with the Lord, 
and he doetii all things well. 

When this titne arrives he will call his 
people. ** Thou shalt call/' are the words 
of Job. Thus when the Christian is sum^ 
moned out of this world, it is as the call 
of a Father. He calls the soul whom he 
sees to be meet for glory, out of its tene- 
ment of clay to be clothed upon with life 
and immortality. The dispensation by 
which he removes his peoplo, may be con- 
sidered as his voice. Would that we could 
realize the graciousness of this call, and 
feel that we were indeed listening to his 
voice. And may he, in his mercy, grant 
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that wben the appointed hour shall come, 
we may each of us be enabled, like Job, 
to return a willing answer. When our 
Saviour saith, " Lo I come quickly," may 
our faith and hope enable us to reply, 
" Even so come Lord Jesus, come quickly." 
And when the trumpet shall sound, our 
bodies also, which have not only slept in 
the grave but have become dust mingled 
with the earth, shall hear and answer. 
Blessed be God, many a saint upon a 
dying bed has been enabled to say, ^^ I am 
ready ; Lord, now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace." 

That we may be still more encouraged 
to do so, the concluding words of the text, 
words whicli were a peculiar consolation 
to Job in his affliction, " Thou wilt have 
a desire to the work of thine hands," af- 
ford an additional reason for the Chris- 
tian's hope. The Almighty God has created 
us, and as his creatures he loves us. If he 
had not loved Adam, notwithstanding his 
transgression, he would not have bestowed 
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on him so many blessings, nor consoled 
him with the promise of a Redeemer. And 
if God has thus loved man guilty and fal- 
len, what desire has he not to those who 
are in a twofold sense the work of his 
hands, those whom he has not only created, 
but created anew in Christ Jesus! He 
has, indeed, an especial love for a soul 
that he has first called into existence and 
then regenerated by grace; and a body 
which was also the work of his hands, and 
for which he has prepared glory in another 
world. This work is the highest work of 
the Almighty; the whole Trinity is en- 
gaged to accomplish it : the Father gave 
the Son, and the Son became incarnate 
and bled to purchase salvation, and the 
Holy Spirit vouchsafed his sanctifying in- 
fluences. There cannot be any stronger 
proof of the value of the redeemed soul, 
and the desire of God to the work of his 
own hands. 

Thus is it that the whole of the subject 
which we have been considering speaks to 
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US of our own duty and of the abounding 
love and grace of God. It bids us ac- 
quiesce in his appointments and wait his 
will. , There are waiting duties no less than 
active ones ; and God is glorified by the 
patience of his children in affliction, no less 
than by the zeal and energy of his ser- 
vants in works of love. Trust then and 
hope in him, and if any one like Elijah 
or Jonah or Job. have been impatient^ or 
have desired to die, accounting the grave 
as the place where the wicked cease from 
troubling and the weary are at rest» let 
him change his repinings for strains more 
worthy of the gracious promises of God 
in Christ Jesus, and of his own relationship 
to his divine Lord ; and let him say, '^ All 
the days of my appointed time will I wait 
till my change come." 

THE END. 
LONDON : 
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